

MINUTES OF THE NEWTON SOLNEY ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 9th JANUARY AT NEWTON SOLNEY VILLAGE HALL
Present:   Cllr. F. Hill (chairman), Cllr.D. Smith, Cllr. J. Shorthouse, Cllr. K. Haines, Cllr. G. Plowman, Cllr. P. Smith 
In attendance – R. Parker (Clerk), 3 Parishioners and Mr. Matt Williams


Public Participation.
PART 1 – Mr. Matt Williams advised that he was doing a survey of South Derbyshire Parish Councils and would be videoing the meeting which he was legally entitled to do.   The information obtained would be passed to U-Tube.    Cllr. Hill advised him that whilst he was welcome to attend the meeting he was expressly denied permission to display or use any images of the faces of any of the people attending the meeting.
Cllr. P. Smith reminded the meeting that the next area Forum meeting was on 3rd February at Ticknall

1/1/15

Apologies for absence.
Received from Cllr. M. Stanton
2/1/15

Variation in order of business
No change deemed necessary
3/1/15

Declarations of members interest – 
None declared.
4/1/15

Planning Applications and Decisions
Church Lane application to erect a bungalow had previously been rejected by SDDC and had gone to appeal – decision pending

Bladon Fields, Newton Road – ongoing.

5 Main Street.  Pruning of fruit trees – on objections
5/1/15

Minutes of the previous meeting
These were circulated, read and approved as a true record – Proposed by Cllr. K. Haynes and seconded by Cllr. J  Shorthouse – agreed unanimously
6/1/15

To determine which items should be taken with the public excluded. 
No change deemed necessary
7/1/15

Outstanding Matters

The mandate to allow an additional councilor to sign cheques was still awaited.

No information relating to the recent e-mail from Australia had been discovered.  Cllr. Hill had tried to send a reply e-mail to Australia but the e-mail address appeared to be incorrect.

Following the complaint regarding dog fouling on the recreation ground Cllr. Hill had written to the complainant, an extra notice regarding dogs had been erected and a new finger post indicating the route of the footpath had been ordered from Derbys. C. C.


A letter of explanation had been sent to the parishioner who had complainied about the new childrens’ play equipment – no further comment had been received.

8/1/15

Clerks report
Following a request submitted at the last meeting the clerk had enquired with DCC regarding a possible sign indicating the location of the church.    As the church is not readily visible from the main road and that the church has various parish records agreement was reached to erect a suitable sign free of charge

although it may take a few months before completion.

The finger post indicating the footpath off Repton Road is badly rusted and agreement had been received from DCC for it to be replaced

9/1/15

 Chairman’s report.

Cllr. Hill announced that the retaining wall on Bretby Lane was very nearly complete – An extremely good job was being done and the new wall looked very attractive.

A number of crimes had recently been reported by e-mails from the neighbourhood watch

It is hoped that parishioners will continue to be vigilant. 
The final financial report following the very successful Christmas Market was still awaited.
Final approval for registering the Recreation Field as a “Field in Trust” had been received.   Official forms will now be sent off.
A joint meeting of Parish Councils will be held at SDDC on 14th January

Cllr. Hill reminded the meeting that Parish Council elections would be held on May 7th when all of the 

seven existing seats would be available for re-election.    Parishioners interested in being a candidate who would like further information should contact one of the existing councilors or the Clerk.
Induction training will be available to all councilors.

.e is on he 10/1/15 
Parish Councilors reports.
Cllr. J. Shorthouse advised of the amount of funds held in the village hall bank account.   Quotations detailing the cost of the window replacement were still being sought    
Cllr. K. Haines will ensure that information regarding the forthcoming elections will be available on the website.
11/1/15  
Trustees of Recreation Field.

Cllr. Hill had received further information from the Solicitor regarding who could be Trustees.  A 
decision on any changes was deferred until next meeting following a meeting of the trustees to be 
convened by Councillors Smith and Shorthouse
12/1/15
Areas of improvement and village amenities
The street name and road signs in the village are getting dirty. – The Clerk had contacted SDDC who had agreed it was their responsibility and will arrange cleaning over the next couple of months.  The access ramps steps outside the Sunnyside Alms houses on both Main Street and Church Lane was proving difficult for the residents.  South Derbyshire District Council to be approached with reference to providing hand rails to the ramps.
It was also pointed out that “Best Village Signs” etc on the Newton Lane Junction and the information board outside the almshouses on Main Street were looking shabby.    The Clerk offered to photograph them and enquire regarding the cost of replacement/reinstation.
13/1/15
Percy William Ratcliffe Cottages (Sunnyside)

An enquiry had been received asking if the Parish Council wished to endorse the re-appointment of Mr. D. Falder to the trustees whose term of office was due to expire.   Following a general discussion it was unanimously decided that the Parish Council had no objections to Mr. Falder being re-elected.   The Clerk to write to their secretary formally acknowledging this
14/1/15
Finance
The bank account stood at £4604.78 on 1st January 2014 with a further £6000 being held on deposit with SDDC.
Ringfenced donations for Sports Club/Field





Cricket Match



£125





Village Hall New Year Parties
£553





Christmas Market


£736





Sports Day



£622.40




E. Barham (Tuesday club)

£50




Womens Inst



£440


Cheques requiring payment 










R. Parker


Fees



£129.09



R. Parker


Siting picnic tables

£50


R. Parker


New “dog” sign

£15


DCC



Ground maintenance

£541.69

Payments approved

A cheque value £71.05 had been received from Western Power  for a wayleave 
To consider requests for funding under s 137 – none – received
15/1/15
Date and time of next meeting
Parish Council meeting will be held on Friday February13th at 7.45pm at the Newton Solney Village Hall preceded at 7.30 to allow the inspection of any new planning applications.
PART 2 – EXEMPT ITEMS - none
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30pm

