Launch of Neighbourhood Watch

Wednesday, June 28th. Village Hall

Present

David Parfitt

Debbie Smith

Jennifer Haynes

Alan Atkin

Roger Charles

Peter Cheston

Andy Parker

Phil Marriott – SDCC

Apologies

PC Miran Kelemko

Don Acford

Rosemary Bartlett

Ainsley Mckewan

Graham Ploughman

Annie Topliss

CLS began by informing the group that a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in Newton Solney had been in operation some years ago but had unfortunately faded away. It was felt that there was now a need to relaunch it. CLS would act as village coordinator and the above would act as our street coordinators. 

Phil Marriott, representing South Derbyshire District Council, spoke to the group about his role in this project and the benefits it would bring to the village. 

Things like:

· not being complacent about petty crime even though our area has a low crime rate; 
· encouraging local people to make our community safer; 
· creating a partnership between the police and the residents; 
· helping to create a confidence and helping to reduce the fear of crime – especially for older residents; 
· rekindle a sense of community spirit.

PM told us that much petty crime was often left unreported. People sometimes felt they couldn’t be bothered. He felt that there was a need to keep everyone informed and up to date. PM was keen to hold a public meeting to gauge the interest of local people but other ways of communication were preferred by the group. A low turn out was anticipated. 

The ‘Ringmaster’ scheme (a telephone link to the police automated message service) was talked about – CLS to make further enquiries. 

We were informed about a meeting in Willington that will bring together representatives from other areas. Alan Atkin showed an interest. 

More Neighbourhood Watch signs were needed. Some needed replacing. It was suggested that one should be situated at each end of the village and then one on every street. The authority would have to be informed and permission granted. We need to register for signs. CLS to make further enquiries. 

We now have a web page with a link to Neighbourhood Watch – www.newton-solney.org.uk  This could be used as a way to communicate information and keep everyone up to date with all the latest developments. It was noted though that not everyone has a computer and so other forms of communication had to be considered. 

Peter Cheston told the group about the work he had done in the Newton Park area of the village – car security, going away on holiday, house security, etc. The Newton Park area did not require to be part of this scheme. 

The Newton Solney Newsletter was another way of telling  everyone about the launch. CLS to contact Wendy Poole with all the relevant information. Although we have about 300 houses in the village an excellent system of delivering the Newsletter is already in place. 

CLS to make contact with Jennifer Haynes to obtain numbers in each street in order to distribute things like NW stickers, pamphlets, etc. These to go out with the Newsletter. 

Please contact CLS if you have an email address – solney@tesco.net  Thanks. PM can be contacted at phil.marriott@south-derbys.gov.uk
Some funding is available for printing and other expenses.

CLS to speak soon with PM to arrange the next course of action. 

CLS to contact the street coordinators with all the latest information. 

CLS thanked PM for his cooperation and all the street coordinators for volunteering to help get the scheme up and running. We have made a start. 

Thanks everyone – speak soon. 

Roger Charles

