NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 12th DECEMBER 2008, AT 7.45PM

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NEWTON SOLNEY

Present: Cllr D Buchanan (Chairman), Cllr Mrs Shorthouse, Cllr Mrs S Ellis, Cllr Mrs D Smith
In attendance:  Cllr Mrs Wheeler (to 8.pm), Mrs J Storer (Clerk), 3 residents 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
1. Matters raised by the public.

Concerns were expressed about planning application 9 2008 1073 FH.
The Chairman thanked those present for their contribution.

2. County Councillor, District Councillor and Police Matters.

None raised
3. Members to talk on declared prejudicial interests

None were raised

PART 1- NON-EXEMPT INFORMATION

08/124 Apologies for Absence: apologies were received and accepted from Cllr G Plowman, Cllr Mrs A Topliss, Cllr A Parker, Cllr M Ford and Cllr J Bladen
08/125
Variation of Order of Business: No variation was required.

08/126
Declaration of Members Interest: No declarations were received
08/127
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 14.11.08 were read, approved and signed by the Chairman 
08/128
To determine which items if any should be taken with the public excluded.  No items were deemed necessary to be taken with the public excluded.

08/129
Matters arising.

Condition of roads within the Parish

It is anticipated that at the next meeting, Cllr Ford will provide an update regarding the water flowing from Bretby Lane onto Blacksmiths Lane.
08/109 Speed controls in the village

A letter has been sent to the Police and a reply is awaited.

08/74iii) Tree planting

The grass verge has been cut and the trees are to be selected and planted shortly.
08/130
Clerk’s report.

RESOLVED to accept the report as previously circulated.
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08/ 131 Chairman’s report.

No report was provided
08/132
To receive reports from parish councillors 

 Meetings attended
i. Village Hall meeting – no report was available
ii. Safer Neighbourhood Meeting (2/12/08) – Cllr Buchanan and Cllr Ellis attended the meeting and reported that the speeding operation around Repton has been suspended during the winter months.  The Partnership Update is trying to encourage the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.    The Partnership Update is underspent and it may be possible to fund additional projects including, for example, street lighting.   New money will be available in the next financial year. 
iii. 
RESOLVED: to request a report on the current situation of the Parish   Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.

RESOLVED: to seek clarification about making a grant application for a street light outside the Village Hall

iv. Joint Highways Forum (11/12/08) 
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow Cllr Mrs Wheeler to provide a report.
Additional housing provision is to be made in the District under the Regional Plan but the Government will be providing up front funding for the infrastructure and the relevant feasibility studies that are to be carried out on certain projects, e.g. the Tutbury/Hatton by pass.

   The Chairman returned to Standing Orders
    Future meetings

i) Area Forum – Repton Village Hall on 27/01/09  Cllr Buchanan will attend
ii) Derbyshire Police annual Parish Council Evening on 07/01/09 – no representative was appointed to attend

08/133
To receive a report on the Village Project

RESOLVED this matter is to be deferred to the next meeting
08/134
To discuss improvements to the Recreational Field facilities and ownership of the field
The Chairman has made further enquires about the ownership of the Field, but no further relevant information has been gathered. The District Council is still making investigations as to whether it holds any information on behalf of the Parish Council.
RESOLVED: the Clerk will make an application to the Land Registry as to whether the Recreational Field is registered.

The Chairman provided photographs of the pavilion at Maurice Lea Park. Whilst it would be provided free of charge to the Parish, the transportation costs and the expense required to get the pavilion into a usable condition would equate to approximately £15000, without satisfying the requirement for showers.
RESOLVED that the offer of the pavilion would be refused as the associated costs were prohibitive and the pavilion itself was too large for the recreational Field.  The Clerk will send a letter to Mr A Walker.  How to improve the current facilities will be placed on the next agenda for discussion.

08/135 To consider the Committees/Working Parties Terms of Reference
RESOLVED to defer this topic until the next meeting
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08/136
Planning applications and decisions.

Planning Application

9 2008 1073  - The erection of a school with residential building connected with school at Bladon House 
OBJECTION on the following grounds

· The access is dangerous and if the application were to be successful the access must be upgraded
· The proposed buildings are out of keeping with the surrounding area and are overbearing to neighbours

· It is proposed that the school takes children with an increased severity of learning difficulties than it currently has.  This led to concerns about the impact on security of both the children and the neighbours
· It was unclear whether or not there is to be an increase in the number of people accessing the site
· The proposal refers to making a “Like for Like” replacement of buildings, but the application is in fact for two storey buildings to replace single storey buildings.

· A call is to be made for a site visit

9 2008 1151 – The erection of a dwelling on land to the east of the Grange, Repton Road, Newton Solney
OBJECTION – as the proposal is not in keeping with other houses in the area.

If the orientation of the proposed property was turned around to face the road, the proposal might be more acceptable.

Decisions

9 2008 0839 FH – The erection of an extension at 12 Cricket Close, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

08/137. Correspondence 
1. DCC – Trusted Trader Scheme

2. Charity Commission – Request for full copy of conveyance to ensure a full response

3. DRCC – The Playing Field Newsletter

4. SDDC – Recommendations and Reports of Committees for 13.11.08

5. SDDC – Summer Holiday Provision 2009
08/138
Accounts.

a) Accounts for Payment

s/o
Mrs J Storer – Clerk’s fee for Dec



£88.62
s/o
DCC – pension contributions for clerk & PC


£23.41
0107
Mrs J Storer – Clerk’s expenses




£31.12
0108
Mrs J Storer – Clerk’s back dated pay



£18.34
Money received


Unicorn Football Team





£100
b) To consider requested for funding under S137
None received
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08/139 To set the precept for 2009/2010
RESOLVED to set the precept at £4300.00
08/140
Future agenda items

i) How to improve the current Recreational Field Facilities and to establish ownership of the field
ii) Terms of Reference for the Working Parties
iii) To set the Play provision for Summer 2009

08/141
Dates of the next meeting. The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on:  9th January, 13th February,13th March, 17th April.   All meetings are to commence at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, Newton Solney.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked all for attending, and closed the meeting at 8.40pm.
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PART 2- EXEMPT INFORMATION

Clerk’s pay review
DALC have circulated the agreed rate.
RESOLVED to set the Clerk’s pay at £9.468 per hour (£123.09 per month, gross), this is to take effect from 01.04.08.  The back dated net pay of £18.34 was agreed along with the increase in the monthly pension contribution. 
There being no further business, the chairman closed the meeting at 8.42pm
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