NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY
14th SEPTEMBER 2007, AT 7.45PM

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NEWTON SOLNEY

Present: Cllr D Buchanan (Chairman), Cllr Mrs D Smith, Cllr G Plowman, Cllr Mrs Ellis, Cllr A Parker

In attendance:  Cllr J Bladen (to 8.54 pm) Cllr M Ford (to 8.54pm),

 Mrs J Storer (Clerk)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1. Matters raised by the public.

There were no matters raised by the public.

2. County Councillor, District Councillor and Police Matters.

Cllr Ford is sending a letter to Cllr  Lucas (DCC) to get the necessary road repairs included in the County Council’s budget for the next financial year.

The Flooding meeting scheduled for 2/10/07 is to be rearranged.

PART 1- NON-EXEMPT INFORMATION

07/64  Any member to declare an interest

Cllr Parker declared a prejudicial interest in planning application 9 2007 1053 TC, as this is an application made by a neighbour.

07/65
Apologies for Absence: were received and accepted from Cllr Mrs Topliss and Cllr Mrs Wheeler.

07/66
Minutes of the last meetings held 13.08.07 & 10.08.07 were read, approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

07/67
To determine which items if any should be taken with the public excluded.

No items were deemed necessary to be taken with the public excluded.

07/68
Matters arising.

06/18a) To decide upon works to repair or replace the finger post on the Village Green
Cllr Parker reported that he had contacted Mr McEwan who is willing to carry out the repairs.

06/136 Request for Flower tubs

Mr & Mrs Atkin have expressed a keenness to plant the tub and will send the receipt for reimbursement.

06/158i) Bus shelter repairs

Works are still scheduled to occur once the swallows have left.  The Clerk was asked to inform SDDC that the repairs can commence from mid October onward.
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06/138 Pothole on Burton Road

Work has been carried out on the road but the hedge and pavement still require attention.  Cllr Ford agreed to pursue this matter.

07/21 i) Damage to Almshouses

Cllr Ford is still awaiting photographs of the damage.

A copy of a letter sent from DCC to a parishioner, was read to the meeting.  It stated that a bollard will be installed close to the wall of 28 Main Street.

07/38 Parish Council website

An invoice has been forwarded to the Unicorn Pub, but payment has not been received.  The Clerk will send a reminder.  The Chairman will draft a letter inviting other local businesses to contribute.  Derbyshire Life is currently slightly reticent about placing its recent article on the village onto the village website but this may change once the relevant edition of Derbyshire Life is no longer in available.

07/43i) Request for information from the Police

The Clerk is to seek clarification as to whether the speed trap has been carried out in the village.

07/42 ii) Parking of Postal Vans

No further incidents have been noted

07/51
Flooding at Church Lane

The Highways Agency has informed the owner of Beehive Cottage that a visit has been made to the site and that the situation will be monitored.  The Parish Council expressed its disappointment that it appears no action will be taken unless flooding occurs again.

06/146
Licence for Football on the Playing Field

No progress has been due to a representative of one of the teams having been away.  He has now returned and swift progress is anticipated as both teams are using the pitch.

07/32
Inspection of Willow Trees on the Common Land

On 20th August, Eon felled a willow tree and silver birch tree and pruned a sycamore.

07/59 a) Jet Skis on the River

The Environment Agency has informed that there is no navigational authority on the river and as such no form of boating can be prohibited.

RESOLVED: to erect a notice prohibiting the launching of motorised boats from the Common Land

The Clerk will also contact the Environment Agency regarding enforceable speed limits on the river.

07/69
Clerk’s report.

The report as previously circulated was accepted.

The play equipment inspection has been carried out and there are no reported defects.
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07/70  Chairman’s report.

The Chairman read an email received from a Winshill resident regarding cattle in a field with a public right of way.

RESOLVED: that the specific problems encountered by this resident are not within the jurisdiction of the Parish Council and he is to be advised to contact the County Council about his query and concerns.

The new South Derbyshire Leaflet does not include Newton Solney.  The Chairman has reported this to the Chief Executive of SDDC.

At the Village Cricket match, it was suggested that an artificial surface could be purchased for future matches.

The Clerk will make enquiries about this possibility

07/71
To receive reports from parish councillors 

a) Meetings attended
i) Christmas Tree Festival – Cllr Plowman advised that the original supplier of trees has been unable to provide the trees and alternative sources are being sought.  All the sponsors of the event have been gathered but the supply of electricity is still to be clarified.

Cllrs Ford and Bladen agreed to make enquires are to whether planning permission is required to site a tree on the corner of Main Street and Church Lane.   Cllr Plowman agreed to investigate the practicalities of locating a tree there.
ii) Joint Liaison Meeting – 01/08/07 – the Chairman’s report was accepted.

iii) Village Hall Committee – Cllr Mrs Topliss report (presented by Cllr Buchanan) was accepted.  A Village New Year’s Eve party is being planned.
iv) Safer Neighbourhood – 10/09/07 – The Chairman reported that on his attendance and that the main issue was that of anti social behaviour in Willington and Findern.    Priorities for police involvement had been identified and an action plan would be drawn up for the next meeting.
b) Forthcoming meetings

i)    Safer Neighbourhood – 04/12/07
ii)   SDDC Joint Liaison meeting – 24/10/07

07/33
To consider the planting of trees currently held by the Chairman

There are approximately 20 trees of a variety of species held in pots by the Chairman.

RESOLVED: to apply for a cultivation licence to plant the trees on Trent Lane and to replace the failed/damaged trees on Repton Road.

07/53
Affordable Housing Survey

These have been delivered and the resulted awaited.
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07/35
To consider the design of the stile for the public footpath 

The Footpaths Officer has recommended that a two step stile is to be installed as a “squeeze stile” is not stock proof.   
RESOLVED: to accept the recommendation from the Footpaths Officer.
07/72
To consider the future of the pumping station

The possibility of demolishing the pumping station and then making good the area was discussed.
RESOLVED: that the Clerk will obtain quotes for the above.

8.54 pm Cllr Bladen and Cllr Ford left the meeting

07/73
Planning applications and decisions.

Applications

9 2007 0988 TP felling and pruning of trees on land opposite Bladon Castle Lodge and at Holly Wood Cottage, Newton Road, Newton Solney.
NO OBJECTIONS
9 2007 1006 FH  - the erection of extensions at Three Limes, Bretby Lane, Newton Solney.

On a split vote the PC objected on the grounds that …..
9 2007 1013 FH - Erection of a conservatory at Courtlands House, Repton Road, Newton Solney.  

NO OBJECTIONS

We also dealt with an application from a mr parker to prune trees.   we had no objections.

Planning  Decisions

9 2007 0478 F – The erection of a projecting wooden pergola over the existing patio area wit heating and lighting at Brickmakers Arms, 9 Main Street, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

9 2007 0473 L – The removal of an existing bollard lighting and installation of new lighting units, and the reinstatement of the existing stone wall at Jarvis Newton Park Hotel, Newton Road, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

9 2007 0713 F – The erection of two conservatories and elevational alterations at Bladon House School, Newton Road, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

9 2007 0739 TC – Notification of intention to fell a tree at 3 Bretby Lane, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS
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9 2007 0603 FH – The erection of extensions at Rock House, Church Lane, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

9 2007 0316 U – The change of use from agricultural land to domestic garden of land at rear of 11 Newton Park, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

9 2007 0560 F – The demolition of the existing bungalow and the erection of a chalet bungalow and detached garage at Three Limes, Bretby Lane, Newton Solney

REFUSED

9 2007 0796 TC – The felling of trees in the Newton Solney conservation Area in the grounds of Newton Park, Newton Solney

CONSENT GRANTED

9 2007 0699 FH – The erection of an extension at 7 Cricket Close, Newton Solney

07/74  Correspondence.

All correspondence was circulated.

07/75
Accounts.

a) Accounts for Payment

The following accounts were passed for payment


Clerk’s fee for August
      





£84.38


Clerk’s fee for September





£84.38

DCC – pension contributions for clerk & PC (Aug)


£23.41

DCC – Pension contribution for Clerk and PC (Sept)

£23.41

Clerk’s expenses






£63.46

Postage by Chairman for the Affordable Housing Survey

£ 6.80
Money received

Donation from Willington raft Race




£50.00

Second half of Precept





£2025.00

07/76
Future agenda items

i) Suggestions for a village project

ii) Possible cricket pitch

iii) Trees on Blacksmith’s Lane 

iv) Dropped kerbs on Main Street

07/77
Any other business taken at the chairman’s discretion.

Dog fouling has become a problem on the playing field and on the pavement in the village.  A notice advising dog owners to clear up after their dogs will be placed in the Newsletter.

07/78
Dates of the next meeting. The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on:
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11th October


9th November


14th December

All meetings are to commence at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, Newton Solney.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked all for attending, and closed the meeting at 9.18pm.

-480-

