NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY
14th DECEMBER 2007, AT 7.45PM

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NEWTON SOLNEY

Present: Cllr D Buchanan (Chairman), Cllr Mrs Ellis, Cllr A Parker, Cllr Mrs Shorthouse, Cllr Mrs A Topliss.

In attendance:  Cllr M Ford, Cllr Mrs H Wheeler

 Mrs J Storer (Clerk)

1 Parishioner

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1. Matters raised by the public.

There were no matters raised by the public.

2. County Councillor, District Councillor and Police Matters.

Cllr Mrs Wheeler explained that although the news of the closure of the Post Office was disappointing, an approach will be made to the Rural Post Office who run out reach Post Offices.  It is hoped that Newton Solney will be included in the scheme.  No firm date has been given for the closure but the shop and post box will remain.  The Parish Council extended its best wishes to the shop owner and hopes that the shop will remain viable.

Cllr Ford reported that he had spoken with Ian Stephenson and Brian Lucas who are keen to resolve the problems relating to the roads and speeding within the Parish.  Once all the information has been gathered regarding the recent accident, both gentlemen have agreed to meet with anyone in the Parish regarding these matters.

PART 1- NON-EXEMPT INFORMATION

07/113 Any member to declare an interest

No declarations were received

07/114
Apologies for Absence: were received and accepted from Cllr Mrs Smith, Cllr Plowman and Cllr Bladen.

07/115
Minutes of the last meeting held 9.11.07 were read, approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

07/116
To determine which items if any should be taken with the public excluded.

No items were deemed necessary to be taken with the public excluded other than the items already listed.

07/117
Matters arising.

06/136 Request for Flower tubs

The receipt from Mr & Mrs Atkin is still awaited.

07/43i) Request for information from the Police

No further information has been received.
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07/33
To consider the planting of trees currently held by the Chairman

Some trees have been planted on the left hand side of Repton Road.

The Clerk was informed by Mr S Twyford (DCC), that a decision has still not been made regarding the Cultivation Licence for Trent Lane, but on consultations received to date, there is an objection on the grounds that the lane is too narrow.  The Parish Council agreed to await the result of the application before making any further decision.

07/52 Affordable Housing Survey

The Report was circulated to all Councillors in attendance.  

The report makes a recommendation of 1 house and 2 bungalows for the Parish.

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders

Cllr Mrs Wheeler advised on the process that SDDC will be considering as regards this report.

The Chairman returned to Standing Orders.
Mr M King is to attend the January Parish Council meeting at which he will present the results and take questions.   The meeting will commence at 7.15 pm.

07/35
Stile

The Clerk reported that the Footpaths Officer has agreed to consult with the landowner again over a change in the design of the stile.

​07/86 Bladon House School – request for use of photographs

No further correspondence has been received from the School.  The Parish Council considered that this matter is now closed.

07/86 Bollard outside the Almshouses

This will be considered at the meeting with Mr Stephenson and Cllr Lucas.

07/88 To consider the condition of the trees on Blacksmiths Lane

Cllr Ford is pursing this matter.

07/89 To consider the difficulties experienced with the dropped kerbs in the village

This matter will be considered at the meeting with Mr Stephenson and Cllr Lucas.

07/111 – Footpath problems

The Footpaths Officer is pursuing both problems

07/118
Clerk’s report.

The report as previously circulated was accepted.

07/119  Chairman’s report.

The Chairman’s report on his attendance at the Area meeting, held 27.11.07, was accepted.

07/120
To receive reports from parish councillors 

 Meetings attended
i) Christmas Tree Festival – Cllr Plowman was not in attendance, but 

the event was considered to be very successful.  Whilst an accurate amount of funds raised was not yet available, it was thought that about £2000 has been raised.
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ii)  Safer Neighbourhood Meeting 4/12/07 – Cllr Plowman’s report was read and accepted.

A call was made for the installation of a street light, along Bretby Lane and outside the Village Hall. Cllr Ford offered to pursue this matter.

iii) Village Hall Committee – Cllr Mrs Topliss was unable to attend the meeting due to illness

07/121
To consider the Scheme of Allowances for Parish Councillors

This document had previously been circulated to Parish Councillors.

RESOLVED: that it would not be appropriate for Newton Solney Parish Councillors to receive an allowance, but it would be proper for the Parish Councillors to receive payment for authorised expenditure incurred whilst performing the role of Parish Councillor.   The meeting deplored the recommendation that co-opted members be not eligible to receive an allowance.

07/122
To consider the Speedwatch Request

The Chairman has received a letter from Derbyshire Constabulary that the Speedwatch programme is to be extended to other Parishes.

The Chairman has made enquiries about recruiting volunteers for the scheme, but to date, only one volunteer has come forward.

RESOLVED: that this scheme would possibly bring a short term solution to the speeding problems of the Parish, and that a long term solution is sought.  Therefore this Parish will not participate in the scheme.

07/123
Restructuring of Area Meetings

Currently the Area Meeting Wards do not coincide with the Wards of the County Council, thus it is proposed that the area meetings are altered to match the County Wards.  The matter will go out for consultation in the New Year.

RESOLVED: that the Parish Council representative attending the next meeting on 29/01/08, will take the mandate to agree to the suggested changes.

07/124
Planning applications and decisions.

Applications

9 2007 1290 TP – The pruning of an oak tree covered by SDDC TPO 129 at Bladon House School, Newton Road, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS – but correct plans were not received

Planning  Decisions

9 2007 1006 FH – the erection of extensions and detached car port and associated store with connecting wall and formation of a parking area at Three Limes, Bretby Lane, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

9 2007 1053 TC – The crown thinning of a sycamore tree by 30%, and the clearing of branches fro a birch tree which interfere with a telephone wire and no work to a birch tree at 1 Main street, Newton Solney

CONSENT GRANTED

9 2007 0988 TP – The felling of spruce trees at Holly Wood Cottage, Newton Road, Newton Solney

CONSENT GRANTED
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9 2007 1090 FH – The erection of an extension at 10 Newton Park, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

07/125 – To consider a Village Project

The Chairman met with Ian Hay (SDDC) on 22/11/07 regarding the proposed site on Trent Lane.  Mr Hay had advised the Clerk of the best match for grant funding but the deadline of 18/01/08 was considered to be too short for a plan to be submitted.

The major issue that the Parish Council has to consider was the ownership of the common land and this was discussed at length.

Mr Topliss has agreed to be a project manager and was asked to gather ideas from Parishioners for the Parish Council to consider.

07/126  Correspondence.

All correspondence was circulated.

07/127
Accounts.

a) Accounts for Payment

The following accounts were passed for payment


Clerk’s fee for December





£88.09

DCC – pension contributions for clerk & PC



£24.01

Clerk’s expenses






£58.91

Newton Solney Village Hall Comm.  – Hire of room 2007

£70.00

AJS Gardening Services – Lengthsman duties


£140.00

Newton Solney Village Hall Comm – Contribution to Newsletter
£143.60

Money received

None

b) To consider the first draft of the 2008/2009 budget

The amended budget was circulated prior to the meeting.

RESOLVED: to accept the budget.  The precept will be set at the January meeting.

07/128
Future agenda items

a) Precept 2008/2009

b) Village project

07/129
Any other business taken at the chairman’s discretion
No matters were raised.

07/112
Dates of the next meeting. The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on:

11th January, 8th February, 14th March, 11th April, 9th May, and 13th June. 

All meetings are to commence at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, Newton Solney.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked all for attending, and closed the meeting at 8.50pm.
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PART 2 – EXEMPT ITEMS

No items were raised

