NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY
9th NOVEMBER 2007, AT 7.45PM

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NEWTON SOLNEY

Present: Cllr D Buchanan (Chairman), Cllr Mrs D Smith, Cllr G Plowman, Cllr Mrs Ellis, Cllr A Parker, Cllr Mrs Shorthouse, Cllr Mrs A Topliss.

In attendance:  Cllr J Bladen, Cllr Mrs H Wheeler

 Mrs J Storer (Clerk)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1. Matters raised by the public.

There were no matters raised by the public.

2. County Councillor, District Councillor and Police Matters.

No matters were discussed.

PART 1- NON-EXEMPT INFORMATION

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Mrs Shorthouse on to the Parish Council

07/ 97 Any member to declare an interest

Cllr Buchanan declared a prejudicial interest in planning application 9 2007 1213FH as he is the applicant.

07/98
Apologies for Absence: were received and accepted from Cllr M Ford.

07/99
Minutes of the last meeting held 11.10.07 were read, approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

07/100
To determine which items if any should be taken with the public excluded.

No items were deemed necessary to be taken with the public excluded other than the items already listed.

07/101
Matters arising.

06/136 Request for Flower tubs

The receipt from Mr & Mrs Atkin is still awaited.

06/158i) Bus shelter repairs

The seat had been vandalised but was repaired as part of the refurbishment work carried out by SDDC.
07/43i) Request for information from the Police

The Clerk has been unable to contact the Beat Officer, and has sought assistance from Cllr Ford.  It is hoped that at the next meeting Cllr Ford will be able to provide the details of the speed traps.

06/146
Licence for Football on the Playing Field

All monies have been received and the parking situation has improved in relation to the Junior Team, however, complaints have still been received about Sunday morning 
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match parking.  The Clerk will write to the manager of Unicorn FC.

07/33
To consider the planting of trees currently held by the Chairman

The lengthsman will start to clear leaves from the pavements during the week commencing 12th November 2007.  There has been no further news regarding the Cultivation Licence but it is anticipated that this will be available for the December meeting.

07/52 Affordable Housing Survey

Mr M King is unable to attend the December meeting, but will be in attendance at the January meeting.

07/35
Stile

Cllr Mrs Ellis commented that the stile is still inaccessible for anyone with mobility difficulties.  The Clerk will ask the Footpaths Officer if a different style can be installed.

​07/86 Bladon House School – request for use of photographs

The School is considering the offer made by the Parish Council after the last meeting.

07/86 Bollard outside the Almshouses

Cllr Ford will be asked to update the Parish Council at the next meeting.

07/88 To consider the condition of the trees on Blacksmiths Lane

Cllr Bladen reported that the trees were chosen, purchased and planted by DCC in 1973.  Cllr Bladen has passed this information to Cllr Ford who is in discussions with DCC.

07/89 To consider the difficulties experienced with the dropped kerbs in the village

The Parish Council is awaiting information from Cllr Ford.  Cllr Parker has spoken to the landlord of the Unicorn Inn about the siting of the A boards.

07/91 Camping on the Common Land

No damage was noticed after the area was used by participants of the Duke of Edinburgh award.

07/95 1) Dog Fouling signs

The Chairman has replaced the “No Dogs” sign at the Playing Field, and no further reports or complaints have been received.

​07/95 2) Post Office Closure

The Chairman read a letter from Mark Todd MP, supporting the campaign to keep the Post Office open.  Cllr Mrs Wheeler added that SDDC is making efforts to keep the Post Office open, but should the worst occur, plans are being made to assist Parishioners.
07/95 3) Potholes on Church Lane

DCC has stated the repairs will be carried out as soon as possible.

07/102
Clerk’s report.

The report as previously circulated was accepted.
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07/103  Chairman’s report.

The Chairman’s report on his attendance at the Liaison meeting, held 23.10.07, was accepted.

07/104
To receive reports from parish councillors 

a) Meetings attended
i) Christmas Tree Festival – Cllr Plowman advised that everything is ready for the Festival and thanked the Parish Council for the donation of £100.

ii) Village Hall Committee – Cllr Mrs Topliss report was accepted.

It had been suggested that a Villager of the Year award could be held.

The Parish Council considered this suggestion and commended the Village Hall Committee for the idea and suggested that the Village Hall Committee could proceed with it.

b) Forthcoming meetings

i) Safer Neighbourhood Meeting – 4/12/07 – Cllr Plowman will attend

ii) Repton Area Meeting – 27/11/07 – Cllr Buchanan will attend
07/105
To consider the future of the pumping station

Only one estimate has been received, that being for £2300 + VAT.

RESOLVED: that the pumping station will be demolished and the area then enhanced.  The Clerk will advise the company that the Parish Council is interested and that the estimate is being considered as part of a larger project.  The Parish Councillors will visit the site and consider the project.  The Clerk will obtain an application pack for grant funding from the Community Project Fund and the Chairman will meet with the responsible officer of the grant.

07/106
Planning applications and decisions.

Applications

9 2007 1113 TP – The felling of a Larch tree covered by SDDC TPO 176 at 3 Newton Park, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS

Cllr Buchanan declared a prejudicial interest in the next application and left the meeting.  Cllr Parker took the Chair.

9 2007 1213 FH – The erection of an extension at 36 Main Street, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS

Cllr Buchanan returned to the meeting

Planning  Decisions

9 2007 0817 TC – The pruning of a sycamore tree and a silver birch tree together with the removal of a conifer hedge at 3 Crofthouse, Main Street, Newton Solney

Consent granted

9 2007 0803 FH – The erection of extensions at Hillside, Bladon Paddocks, Newton Road, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions
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9 2007 0843 L – The demolition of a garden wall at Cedar House, 41 Main Street, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

9 2007 0842 FH – The erection of a garage and outbuilding blocks and garden wall at Cedar House, 41 Main Street, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

07/107 – To consider a Village Project

The Bonfire Committee has advised that funds are available from last year’s and this year’s events.

07/108  Correspondence.

All correspondence was circulated.

07/109
Accounts.

a) Accounts for Payment

The following accounts were passed for payment


Clerk’s fee for November





£84.38

DCC – pension contributions for clerk & PC



£23.41

Clerk’s expenses






£32.46
Donation for Remembrance Day wreath



£25.00

Audit Commission – Audit fee 06/07




£141.00

Mr N Wass – Bus shelter grant




£45.00

SDDC – Sportsmobile and summer activities


£280.00

Mrs J Storer – Clerk’s back dated pay



£23.31

Mrs B Goring – hanging baskets and tubs



£84.54

Donation towards the Christmas Tree Festival


£100.00
Money received

SDDC – Interest





£137.38

Unicorn Pub – web site




£100.00

Unicorn FC – use of playing field



£100.00
b) To consider the first draft of the 2008/2009 budget

Amendments were agreed, which the Clerk will make and then bring the revised budget to the December meeting.

c) To consider the funding of a cricket mat

The Clerk provided the costings of different mats.

RESOLVED: that the costs were prohibitive but enquiries will be made at SDDC if any mats are available for hire.

07/110
Future agenda items

a) Budget 2008/2009

b) Pumping Station project

07/111
Any other business taken at the chairman’s discretion
Cllr Parker has contacted the Footpaths Officer regarding a gate on Public Footpath  20, which is chained and padlocked, and there is no stile.  The culvert under the Public Footpath on the path from Repton is again blocked.
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The Clerk will write to the Footpaths Officer about these matters.

07/112
Dates of the next meeting. The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on:

14th December, 11th January, 8th February, 14th March, 11th April, 9th May, and 13th May. 

All meetings are to commence at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, Newton Solney.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked all for attending, and closed the meeting at 9.02pm.
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PART 2 – EXEMPT ITEMS

The Clerk’s annual payaward has been agreed.

The Clerk’s take home monthly salary will raise from £84.38 to £88.09

Back dated pay to 1.04.07 of £23.31 is to be paid.

The meeting closed at 9.04 pm.

