MINUTES OF THE NEWTON SOLNEY ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 12th DECEMBER 2014 AT NEWTON SOLNEY VILLAGE HALL
Present:   Cllr. F. Hill (chairman), Cllr.D. Smith, Cllr. J. Shorthouse, Cllr. K. Haynes, Cllr. G. Plowman, Cllr. P. Smith  and Cllr. L. Chilton
In attendance – R. Parker (Clerk),  
Public Participation.
PART 1 – NON EXEMPT INFORMATION

1/12
Apologies for absence.
Received from Cllr. M. Stanton
2/12
Variation in order of business
No change deemed necessary
3/12
Declarations of members interest – 
None declared.
4/12
Planning Applications and Decisions
22 Main Street – erection of a garage.  The councilors were disappointed that their  previous objections for this site had not affected the final decision but still objected to this proposal.
Church Lane application to erect a bungalow had previously been rejected by SDDC and had been gone to appeal – decision pending

Bladon Fields, Newton Road – ongoing.

Holly Coittage, Trent Lane – extension of garage no objection

Infants School, Trent Lane, - Reshaping and crown reduction of cherry tree – no objection
5/12
Minutes of the previous meeting
These were circulated, read and approved as a true record – Proposed by Cllr. D. Smith and seconded by Cllr. J  Shorthouse
6/12
To determine which items should be taken with the public excluded. 
No change deemed necessary
7/12
Outstanding Matters

The dying Lime tree in Church land had again been reported to DCC who advised that it will be removed and a replacement Lime tree planted in the new year

8/12
Clerks report
The Clerk reported that there were occasions when obtaining two signatories to cheques was proving difficult and asked if a further signatory could be approved.   Cllr. K. Haynes offered which as approved unanimously.  The Clerk will obtain a mandate from the bank.

Enquiries had been made by SDDC regarding our requirements regarding the playmobile/climbing frame activities for Summer  2015.   Cllr. K. Haynes will check the items available and report to the next meeting.

As a result of recent salary negotiations the clerk is entitled to an increase in salary from 1st January and also a one off non-contributory  payment.
9/12
Chairmans report.

Cllr. Hill announced that the retaining wall on Bretby Lane was nearing completion although it was possible that the road restrictions could last until 31st January 2015.  It was hoped however that the road could be open with care over the Christmas period for local traffic.

A number of crimes had recently been reported by e-mails from the neighbourhood watch

It is hoped that parishioners will continue to be vigilant.  It is suggested also that more parishioners

put forward their e-mail address to the neighbourhood watch co-ordinator, Mr. Roger Charles to enable early details of crimes to be received.

The Christmas Market had been a tremendous success and thanks are due to the organisers  who had expertly made the arrangements and worked so hard to provide such a good day for the whole village.
A letter had been received from Australia enquiring about a Mr. Frank Holbrooke and his family that probably occupied Bladon Castlle about 1923.  Cllr. G. Ploughman offered to check the church records and any information from parishioners will be forwarded.
There has also been an increase in fly-tipping in the area.  Parishioners are advised to only use legitimate firms to dispose of materials.

The next Area Forum will be held at Findern Villager Hall on 3rd February.
.e is on he 10/12
Parish Councilors reports.
Cllr. J. Shorthouse advised that the village hall funds stood at £16423.79.  A fund for the new window had already raised £476 by “walking for window”.
Cllr. G. Plowman reported that all the debris following the very successful bonfire night had been removed.
Cllr. D. Smith reported that the hedge and overhanging branches on the road towards Burton had been trimmed and that a very good job had been made.
11/12   Trustees of Recreation Field.
Cllr. Hill announced that the solicitor had advised him that the Parish Council could be appointed as Trustees of the Recreation Field instead of individuals.   Confirmation is awaited from the solicitor and will be discussed at the next meeting.
12/12
Increased flooding.
This question was raised at our last meeting when it was felt that the increase in flooding may be as a result of increased gravel extraction in the area.   Cllr. L. Chilton advised that she had already made enquiries with the relevant authorities.

13/12
Areas of improvement to streetscape

The street name and road signs in the village are getting dirty. – The Clerk will contact Highways at DCC and enquire as to responsibility.  The access ramps steps outside the Sunnyside Alms houses on both Main Street and Church Lane was proving difficult for the residents.  Cllr. K. Haines will take photographs and report to the next meeting.  A direction sign indicating the Church location was also
suggested and will be considered at the next meeting.
14/12
Budget.

Cllr Hill had checked this years expenditure up to 30th November and also next years anticipated expenditure and had prepared figures for the Parish Council to approve.   The budget figures recommended that the precept remain at £4400.  Proposed that they should be accepted by Cllr. D. Smith and seconded by Cllr. J. Shorthouse with unanimous approval.
15/12
Percy William Ratcliffe Cottages (Sunnyside)

An enquiry had been received asking if the Parish Council wished to endorse the re-appointment of Mr. D. Falder to the trustees whose term of office was due to expire.   A number of questions were raised and Cllr. Hill offered to make enquiries and report to our next meeting.
16/12
Dog Fouling on Recreation Field.

A complaint had been received from a parishioners.   The Parish council have recently had a dog waste bin installed and had a sign erected quoting “ Dogs must be kept on a leash and are only allowed on the public footpath”.   The Chairman and the Clerk will visit the site to check if anything further can be done to improve the situation.   Cllr. P. Smith offered to advise the SDDC dog warden and recommended that parishioners could be more vigilant and advise transgressions to the authorities.   If the offenders arrive by car the registration number should be reported.
17/12
Complaint by resident on the siting of the new play equipment. 
The complaint received felt that the siting could have been better,  the particular spot was subject to flooding and that the coloured equipment was not appropriate for a village environment
The Chairman explained that whilst there had been problem with flooding in the past this had now been rectified over the last twelve months with the outflow pipe into the river being reconstructed that should allow the outflow from the street drains to get away efficiently.  Cllr. Hill also explained that the new equipment had to be sited close to the existing equipment and that infringement onto the football/cricket field was also not possible.   The new play equipment has been discussed at Parish Council Meetings over the last 12 months and the local parishioners had been invited to comment on the proposals.    The councillors all confirmed that they had received numerous compliments regarding the new equipment.   The Clerk will write a letter of explanation to the person complainant.
18/12
Finance
The bank account stood at £21,306.307 on 1st December 2014 less £1195 uncleared cheques with a further £6000 being held on deposit with SDDC.
Ringfenced donations for Sports Club/Field





Cricket Match



£125





Village Hall New Year Parties
£553





Christmas Market


£736





Sports Day



£622.40





Bonfire Night



£331.11




E. Barham (Tuesday club)

£50
Possible expenditure

Parish Council/Hall expenditure
£10,000

                                                Possible water supply to Rec. Gr
£1,478

Cheques requiring payment 










R. Parker


Fees



£229.09



R. Parker


Grass cutting


£50


R. Parker


legs for picnic tables

£60



Streetscape


Play Equipment

£15,600 (amended cheque)

Payments approved
To consider requests for funding under s 137 – none - received
19/12
Date and time of next meeting
 Parish Council meeting will be held on Friday January 9th at 7.45pm at the Newton Solney Village Hall Preceded at 7.30 to allow the inspection of any new planning applications.
PART 2 – EXEMPT ITEMS - none
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm
