Newton Solney Village Meeting – 13th May 2011
Report by DAVID BUCHANAN, Chairman of the Parish Council

It is my pleasure to introduce this report on the activities of the Parish Council (PC) over the last year and to highlight some of the more significant events.   

At the May 2010 meeting of the PC, Councillors Buchanan and Topliss were elected Chairman and Vice Chairman respectively of the PC.   I am pleased to say that there were no  resignations of councillors during the year. 
Mr Roger Charles has continued to co-ordinate a Neighbourhood Watch scheme.    The PC is grateful to Mr Charles and the street volunteers for taking on this important task.
In previous years I have reported that all high voltage electrical cables in the area are to be renewed, which will have the effect of reducing the number of pylons.  The cables over the common land by the River Trent are included in the replacement plan.   Central Networks have yet to carry out the work and have not said when it will occur.  

Newton Solney continues to be involved in Area 2 of the Safer Neighbourhoods initiative (the so called Mercia Group) which includes Repton, Willington and Findern.   The meetings are focussed on the specific needs of the villages.   Local crime remains low, but of course is regrettable when it occurs.
Speeding through the village remains an issue.   ‘Speedwatch’ is a scheme whereby suitably trained members of the public are able to record vehicles breaking the speed limit.   Offenders are sent warning letters by the Police in the first instance.   In the summer of 2010 the PC participated in the scheme.   In 16 sessions 152 vehicles were recorded travelling through Newton Solney at speeds in excess of 35 mph.   The short term effect is positive with many vehicles slowing down, but parishioners can judge for themselves whether there is any long term impact.   
The problems associated with the ownership of the Recreational Field were resolved when a copy of the title deeds came to light which showed that the PC is the sole owner of the land.   Consequently the PC resumed its commitment to maintain the field.   I am delighted to report that at its last meeting the PC agreed to fund the refurbishment of the pavilion.   
The Bonfire and Cricket Working Groups continue to organise these events on behalf of the PC and the PC is grateful to all the volunteers who make these events so enjoyable.    Surpluses from the Bonfire are being used to fund new trees on the verge of B5008 to Repton and to provide a new seat on the common land.
The PC decided to participate in the Low Carbon Village initiative and this scheme was launched today.   It will provide funding for loft and cavity wall insulation in eligible parish households.

Fly tipping continues to be an occasional problem throughout the parish.   SDDC’s Clean Team has provided an excellent response when problems have been reported to them.   

The PC continues to provide financial support to the Village Hall Committee and this year a grant of £650 was awarded.    It was also decided to purchase a portable PA system for use in the Village Hall.
The PC continues to comment on numerous planning applications and strategic documents relating to the development of the East Midlands region. 

Finally, I’d like to thank my fellow Councillors for their hard work over the last year.   Thanks also due to our local MP Heather Wheeler, and to District and County Councillors Martyn Ford and John Bladen for their advice and support.   Andy Parker was Clerk to the PC during the early part of the year.   On his resignation he was replaced by Ron Parker.   Thanks are due to both of them for all their hard work.   At the recent election Councillors Ellis, Topliss and Buchanan decided not to stand for re-election.   All have been Councillors for the last eight years and I thank them for their valuable public service.   On behalf of all of us I'd like to wish the incoming Parish Council every success.
David Buchanan

13 May 2011
