A STROLL AROUND NEWTON SOLNEY  -  “SMALL BUT PERFECTLY FORMED!”
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Begin the walk in Main Street and turn into the lane between “The Lodge” and the side entrance to the Newton Park Hotel.  Continue up the lane and climb the stile on the left into the fields.  There are beautiful views of Bladon Castle, Newton Solney Church and the Trent Vale.  Carry on across the fields until you reach “The End”, an unadopted road, then take a left turn down the hill into the village.  On reaching The Green with the Unicorn Inn straight ahead turn left into Main Street and carefully cross the road.  We have luckily retained our village store and deli – lots of goodies to tempt you here!
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A little further on take a right turn into Trent Lane, passing the school.  This ancient road leads down to the river, here the Trent and Dove meet.  There are some wonderful views and interesting and varied wildlife here, perhaps the place for a picnic on a lovely day!  This common land is a treasured village spot, maybe not so peaceful in early November when the village bonfire and firework display take place!  If you would like to extend your walk, cross the stile at the far side and follow the riverbank for a while, the actual footpath runs as far as the pipe bridge – self- explanatory! – then retrace your steps back to the common land.
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Stroll back up Trent Lane and climb the stone steps to the right and on through the kissing gate into the churchyard.  Our Church, now with newly renovated roof, is mostly 14th & 15th century, but has a 12th century Norman doorway.  It is a beautiful building, certainly worth visiting for a few minutes.
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An amble along Church Lane returns you to Main Street and a welcome seat!  Have a look at the information stand to your left to learn more about the village houses and buildings.
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The Newton Park Hotel, Brickmakers Arms and Unicorn Inn all provide excellent facilities and refreshment, and don’t forget to take a look at our village website, www.newton-solney.org.uk, to get a flavour of what goes on here!
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Basic walk is approximately 1 mile, but 2 miles if the full distance along the riverbank is covered.
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