NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY
9th MARCH 2007, AT 7.45PM

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NEWTON SOLNEY

Present: Cllr Mr D Buchanan (Chairman), Cllr Mr A Parker, Cllr Mrs D Smith, Cllr Mrs A Topliss, Cllr G Plowman, 

In attendance:  Cllr Mrs H Wheeler, Cllr J Bladen, Cllr M Ford, 2 parishioners



   Mrs J Storer (Clerk)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1. Matters raised by the public.

There were no matters raised by the public.

2. County Councillor, District Councillor and Police Matters.

No matters were raised

PART 1- NON-EXEMPT INFORMATION

06/130  Any member to declare an interest

Cllr Mrs Topliss registered a prejudicial interest in planning application 9 2007 0237 TP as she is a neighbour.

Cllr Buchanan a registered a prejudicial interest in the agenda item relating to the temporary school classroom as he is a neighbour.

Cllr Bladen and Cllr Ford advised the meeting that they were members of the Development Control Committee and would not be making any comments regarding the planning applications.

06/131
Apologies for Absence: were received and accepted from Cllr Mrs Ellis and Cllr Ransome.

06/132
Minutes of the last meeting held 09.02.07 were read, approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record .Thanks were extended to Cllr Parker for chairing and taking the minutes of the last meeting.

06/133
To determine which items if any should be taken with the public excluded.

No items were deemed necessary to be taken with the public excluded other than that listed in the agenda.

06/134
Matters arising.

06/18a) To decide upon works to repair or replace the finger post on the Village Green
A formal letter of thanks will be sent to Mr McEwan to acknowledge his efforts relating to the repairs of the fingerpost.

06/88 Playing Field fence

There is still one post which is loose and should be mended prior to payment being made.  Cllr Plowman advised the meeting of the efforts made to get the contractors to return to carry out the work and that he will continue to pressure for completion.
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06/129  Christmas Tree Festival

Cllr Plowman was unable to attend this meeting but will report back on future occasions.

06/135
Clerk’s report.

The Clerk had nothing further to report.

06/136
Chairman’s report.

The Chair had been approached by Repton Parish Council about the possibility of jointly funding a PCSO with Repton and Willington Parish Councils.

The anticipated costs are:


Year 1

£32000


Year 2

£28000

RESOLVED: in principle that this Parish Council will not participate in this scheme.

An email has been received from a parishioner regarding the condition of the verge at Blacksmiths Lane and Trent Lane, which has become badly churned by lorries. A suggestion was made to place tubs of plants to prevent lorries from mounting the verge.

The Clerk advised that the verges are Highways property and as such only DCC can grant permission

RESOLVED: that the Clerk will write to DCC for permission to site tubs on the verge, and if not to narrow the verge.

Repton Casuals Football Club has sent a proposed licence which would give the football club preferential use of the pitch for 5 years.

This will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

A very large pothole has appeared on the main road to Burton.   Coming from Burton, the hole is on the left hand side of the road about 100m before the speed de-restriction sign.   Both the Clerk and Cllr Ford will report this to DCC.

Another email has been received which complains about the Newton Park Hotel’s frequent use of temporary signs.

RESOLVED: The Clerk will make enquires with the Senior enforcement Officer.

06/137
Community Response Plan

The suggested format to the Response Plan was previously circulated to Councillors.

RESOLVED: that there is a need to complete this.  A request will be place in the newsletter for volunteers.

06/138
To consider action to be taken regarding the condition of Main Street

A large number of complaints have been received regarding the poor condition of Main Street.  Cllr Parker had reported to Cllr Ford, the problems of Main Street and some remedial works were carried out but the general condition of the road is deteriorating rapidly.

RESOLVED: that the Clerk will write to advise DCC of the dangerous condition of the road and Cllr Ford agreed to elevate the matter to the status of cabinet member.

06/139
To consider the temporary classroom at the Infant School

Cllr Buchanan left the meeting as he declared a prejudicial interest and Cllr Parker 
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chaired the meeting.

The appearance of the temporary classroom was discussed.

RESOLVED: the Clerk was requested to write to SDDC advising the planning dept of the impact of the appearance and requesting for it to be “camouflaged”.

Cllr Buchanan returned to the meeting. 

Cllr Parker reminded the meeting that requests had been made for speed traps to be sited on Main Street, but these had been refused.  It was noted that however, that speed traps had been sited at the end of the road, in Repton.

Cllr Ford agreed to make the request on behalf of the Parish Council.

8.24pm Cllr Ford, Cllr Bladen and Cllr Mrs Wheeler left the meeting.

06/140
To receive reports from parish councillors 

No reports were submitted.

06/141
Planning applications and decisions.

Applications
9 2007 0237 TP – The felling and pruning of trees covered by SDDC TPO number 176 at 41, Cedar House, Main Street, Newton Solney.

Cllr Mrs Topliss left the meeting during the discussion and decision of this application

The Parish Council wishes to draw attention to tree no. 1, the mature Corsican pine, which is considered to be a fine specimen and given its location, should it fall, it would be on a neighbouring garden and cause no damage to buildings.  If the roots are damaged, this is considered, in the opinion of the Parish Council, to be due to the construction of the new drive and efforts should have been made at the construction of the drive, to ensure that a tree covered by a TPO was protected.  Otherwise the Parish Council are content to proceed with the other trees on the advice and recommendation of the tree consultant.

Cllr Mrs Topliss returned to the meeting

9 2007 0158 NT – The siting of 11.7 metre high monopole supporting two antennas within shroud together with associated equipment cabin and ancillary ground level development at land adjacent to Hawfield Lane, Burton on Trent
NO OBJECTIONS

9 2007 0151 FH – The erection of extensions at Trent Cottage, Trent Lane, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS

9 2007 0220 A – The display of corporate signage at Ramada Hotel, Newton Road, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS

Decisions

9 2006 1479 FH – The erection of a conservatory at 9 Cricket Close, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

06/142  Correspondence.

All correspondence was circulated.
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Eon has issued an emergency pack for the Parish Council to inform parishioners of what should be needed in instances of power cuts.  This will be made available at the Parish Meeting.

The revised Code of Conduct has been received.

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow comments from the Floor.
The Chairman of the Standards Committee was in attendance and advised that the Committee has revised the proposed Code of Conduct amendments and has made its comments to SDDC.

The Chairman returned to Standing Orders

RESOLVED: that no comments will be made but the Parish Council will await the summary from DALC when alterations have been agreed.

A request from St John’s Ambulance for a donation was received.

RESOLVED: this was refused.

06/143
Accounts.

a) Accounts for Payment

The following accounts were passed for payment

Mrs J Storer  - Clerk fee for March



£83.38

Mrs J Storer – Clerk’s expenses (Feb)


£35.97

Mrs J Storer – Clerk’s expenses (March)


£22.49

DCC – Pension contributions




£23.41

DALC – Subs for 2007/2008




£150.60

AJS Gardening Services – Lengthsman’s duties

£160.00


Hallam Maintenance – Service of mowers & strimmer
£203.73

Newton Solney Village Hall – grant



£650.00

The Clerk was requested to contact DALC to seek the reasons for the large percentage increase in subscriptions.

06/144
Any other business taken at the chairman’s discretion.

A brief explanation of the election process was given.

06/145
Dates of the next meeting. The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on Friday 13th April.

All meetings to commence at 7.45pm in the village Hall, Newton Solney.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked all for attending, and closed the meeting at 8.56pm.
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