NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY
13th JULY 2007, AT 7.45PM

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NEWTON SOLNEY

Present: Cllr D Buchanan (Chairman), Cllr Mrs D Smith, Cllr Mrs A Topliss, Cllr G Plowman, Cllr Mrs Ellis, Cllr A Parker

In attendance:  Cllr Mrs H Wheeler (to 9.03 pm), Cllr M Ford (to 9.03pm),
 Mrs J Storer (Clerk)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1. Matters raised by the public.

There were no matters raised by the public.

2. County Councillor, District Councillor and Police Matters.

No matters were raised

PART 1- NON-EXEMPT INFORMATION

07/45  Any member to declare an interest

Cllr Buchanan declared a prejudicial interest in the agenda item – To cast a vote for the Standards Committee, as Cllr Buchanan is a candidate.

07/46
Apologies for Absence: were received and accepted from Cllr Bladen

07/47
Minutes of the last meeting held 08.06.07 were read, approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

07/48
To determine which items if any should be taken with the public excluded.

No items were deemed necessary to be taken with the public excluded.

07/49
Matters arising.

06/18a) To decide upon works to repair or replace the finger post on the Village Green
Cllr Parker reported that he had been unable to contact Mr McEwan but will continue with his efforts.

06/136 Request for Flower tubs

RESOLVED: to replace the tub from Parish Council funds.  Mr & Mrs Atkin will be asked to purchase the tub and submit an invoice for reimbursement.  A limit of £30 was set.

06/158i) Bus shelter repairs

SDDC are responsible for the cleaning and the maintenance of the bus shelters in the Parish.  SDDC has received a quote of £482 + VAT to repair the bus shelter.

RESOLVED: to ask SDDC to carry out the repairs, but to request that the repairs are not carried out until the swallows have finished nesting.
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06/138 Pothole on Burton Road

This has been repaired but the old pothole, repaired approximately eight weeks ago, has cracked open and is full of water.

The footpath down to Winshill is in a poor condition, with the hedge overgrown, weeds encroaching on the path and the surface is cracking up in parts.

The Clerk will report these matters to DCC.

07/21 i) Damage to Almshouses

Cllr Ford is still awaiting photographs of the damage.

07/28
Co-option of Parish Councillors

There has been no expression of interest, and the vacancy will continue to be advertised.

07/38 Parish Council website

An invoice has been forwarded to the Unicorn Pub.  The Chairman will draft a letter inviting other local businesses to contribute.  He has also said that he hoped to put the recent article in the Derbyshire Life on the website.
07/039 Newton Park advertising signs

The Enforcement Officer has advised the Clerk that following a site visit, the hotel has been advised that planning permission is required for the signs, and the appropriate forms have been forwarded.

07/43i) Request for information from the Police
The information from the police was read to the meeting, which, from the survey results, Main Road, Newton Solney has the same categorisation as Burton Road, Repton.

RESOLVED: the Clerk will send a letter seeking further information and why speed traps have not been used in Newton Solney when it has the categorisation as Burton Road, Repton.

07/42 ii) Parking of Postal Vans

Cllr Parker reported that the van was again parked in an allegedly dangerous position and that he had reported this to Royal Mail.

The complaint reference number being 1-190004591.
07/50
Clerk’s report.

There was nothing further to report.

07/51  Chairman’s report.

Church Lane flooded recently, along with the drive to Beehive cottage.  It is suggested  that this was due to inadequate drainage from the school car park in contravention to the planning consent.   This was reported to SDDC and, after consultation with the Highways Authority, they have agreed that drainage is inadequate.    SDDC will be pursuing the matter. 
There have also been complaints about bonfires.   Comment will be made in the newsletter requesting parishioners to be more considerate when lighting bonfires.

07/52
To receive reports from parish councillors 

a) Meetings attended
i) Christmas Tree Festival – Cllr Plowman advised that he was on holiday
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 when the last meeting was held

ii) Cllr Mrs Ellis reported on her attendance at the School Service which was a very enjoyable event

iii) Village Hall Committee – 19/06/07 – Cllr Mrs Topliss attended and reported that the Deeds for the recreation Ground are held at Talbot Solicitors.  The next meeting is to be held on 7/08/07

iv) Safer Neighbourhood meeting – 12/06/07 – Cllr Buchanan attended and reported that the graffiti kit was issued and is held by the chairman.
There is an associated budget but no clear mechanism exists as to how to decide how the money is allocated.  A meeting is set for various parties to discuss this matter.

b) Forthcoming meetings

i) Joint meeting with SDDC and Parish Councils – 1st August 2007 – Cllr Buchanan will attend

06/146 Licence for football on the Playing Field

Cllr Buchanan had spoken to Mr McEwan who reported that there had been no progress but he will press both teams to make progress.

07/32
Inspection of Willow Trees on the Common Land

None of the promised work has been carried out.  

There seems to be frequent power cuts and it was wondered whether these were connected with the power line across the Common Land.

The Clerk will chase SDDC.

07/33
To consider the planting of trees currently held by the Chairman

This will be considered in the autumn.

07/53
To consider the format of the letter for the Affordable Housing Survey

The draft letter was agreed subject to one amendment.
The Chairman will speak with Wendy Poole about distributing the survey with the Newsletter.

07/35
To consider the design of the stile for the public footpath (Cllr Parker)

Cllr Parker has heard nothing from the Footpaths Officer.  The Clerk will pursue the matter.

07/54
To cast a vote for the SDDC Standards Committee

As Cllr Buchanan was a candidate, he declared a prejudicial interest and left the meeting.  Cllr Parker took the Chair.
RESOLVED: to cast one vote, that being for Cllr Buchanan.

Cllr Buchanan rejoined the meeting.
07/55
Planning applications and decisions.

Applications

9 2007 0739 TC – The felling of a tree at 3 Bretby Lane, Newton Solney
The tree expert is to be requested to consider this application and should it be felt necessary to fell the tree, a replacement, of a native species, is requested.
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9 2007 0699 FH – The erection of an extension at 7 Cricket Close, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS

9 2007 0713 F – The erection of two conservatories and elevational alterations at Bladon House School, Newton Road, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS

Decisions

9 2007 0221 L – The display of corporate signage at Ramada Hotel, Newton Road, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

9 2007 0391 FH – Extension to existing garage, alterations to balcony and increase in height of boundary wall at Cliff Lodge, Newton Road, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

9.03 pm Cllr Mrs Wheeler and Cllr Ford both left the meeting.

07/56  Correspondence.

All correspondence was circulated.

07/57
Accounts.

a) Accounts for Payment

The following accounts were passed for payment


Clerk’s fee for July






£84.38

DCC – pension contributions for clerk & PC



£23.41

Clerk’s expenses






£37.98

Money received

None received

b) To receive the financial report to 30.06.07

RESOLVED: to accept the report as previously circulated

c) To establish a Finance Committee

RESOLVED that the Finance Committee will consist of all Parish Councillors

d) To order the Remembrance Day Wreath

RESOLVED: No wreath will be purchased but a donation of £30 will be made.

e) To adopt the Internal Audit procedures

The Clerk explained the changes to the Accounting Regulations and the need to adopt internal audit procedures. 

RESOLVED: to adopt the procedures as previously circulated, subject to one amendment.  Receipts will be banked within five working days, as opposed to two days.

07/58
Future agenda items

i) Suggestions for a village project
-472-

07/59
Any other business taken at the chairman’s discretion.

i) Speed boats and jet skis have been seen on the river
The Clerk will advise the Environment Agency of this.

ii) Four of the replacement beech trees planted on the verge of Trent Lane, have failed.  The Clerk will advise SDDC.

iii) Some trees on the open space at Blacksmiths Lane have become very large and are touching telephone wires.  SDDC will be asked to prune the trees.

07/60
Dates of the next meeting. The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on:

14th September 
12th October


9th November



14th December

An additional meeting will be held on 10th August to deal with planning applications only.

All meetings are to commence at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, Newton Solney.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked all for attending, and closed the meeting at 9.25pm.
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