MINUTES OF NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON                           

14TH JANUARY 2022 AT THE VILLAGE HALL
Present – Cllr. D. Smith, Cllr. L. Charles, Cllr. G. Tully, Cllr. K. Haines and  Cllr. A.L. Sedgewick 
In Attendance – R. Parker (Clerk/FRO) and Cllr. D. Muller

Cllr. D. Muller advised the refugee residents at the Newton Park Hotel were being given immunisation against covid.  He understood that there had been no adverse comments regarding the residents.  
There had been no progress on the possible Freeport.
A large increase has been agreed for road works and these will start in the coming year.

Cllr. K. Haines advised that SDDC was suffering from lack of various staff members.
1/1/22   To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies received from Cllr. G. Plowman, Cllr. S. Vickers and Cllr. A. Churchill.

2/1/22  Variation in order of business

No change deemed necessary

3/1/22  Declaration of members interest

None

4/1/22  Planning applications and decision 

Outstanding applications regarding tree felling at 22 Main Street and Sunnyside bungalow – No decisions as yet
5/1/22  To consider various items of the non-exempt minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2021.

Minutes proposed to be accepted by Cllr. G. Tully and seconded by Cllr. L. Charles – Unanimous
6/1/22  To determine which items if any of part 1 of the agenda should occur with the public excluded.

None

7/1/22   Outstanding matters

None

8/1/22   To receive the Clerk’s report

The Clerk advised that he had now received the appropriate precept application form.  The amount of precept of £12000 has previously been agreed.  The Clerk and Chairlady duly signed the form   
9/1/22   To receive the Chairman’s report

The Chairlady reported that she had concerns regarding the safety aspect of the shed on the recreation field and wondered if Rich Evans could risk-assess it.   If it proves to be dangerous the Parish Council will arrange for its removal. Cllr. L. Charles will arrange.  
10/1/22  To receive reports from Parish Councillors

Cllr. L Charles pointed that the existing village plan is 5 years old and due for review.   She questioned as to how the parishioners could be asked for their opinions.  It was suggested that a public meeting could be held prior to our annual meeting in May and that posters could be sited around the village. It is important the parishioners should be allowed to express their opinions.
11/1/22   Sign outside Newton Park Estate

The chairlady informed the meeting that it has recently come to our notice that SDDC has a policy that planning permission is required to display notices in a conservation area.  A suggested letter advising of this to Newton Solney Residents Association was approved by the meeting.  
12/1/22   Paved grass verge – Mill Close

Cllr. D. Muller advised that he had forwarded the information/photographs sent to him to DCC  and is arranging to meet a highways officer from DCC.  Cllr. G. Tully reported that there appears to be some activity towards the necessary work.  The Clerk confirmed that he had written to DCC with a threat to ask the Ombudsman to intervene.
13/1/22   Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations.
Cllr. L. Charles reported that arrangements were well in hand and various entertainments, trading stalls and food sales points are being arranged.     Various marquees are also being considered.   Urinals have been ordered and paid for. 
14/1/22   Adoption by Newton Solney of SDDC policies.
The Chairlady asked Cllr. K. Haines if SDDC would have any objections to Newton Solney adopting their policies.    Having received a positive assurance the Chairlady declared the adoption agreed.
15/1/22   Provision of basketball hoop.
Cllr. G. Tully announced he had now received the details of the work involved.  Proposed site is in the far corner of the recreation field well away from houses and will not interfere with activities.    The person organising the basketball hoop will be responsible for all construction and maintenance charges.    Acceptance proposed by Cllr. G. Tully and seconded by Cllr. L. Charles – unanimous 
16/1/22   Dropped kerb on main road.

Cllr. A.L. Sedgewick had been asked by a parishioner whether there is to be a dropped kerb change outside 22 Main Street, Newton Solney.  Cllr. K. Haines offered to check with SDDC. planning
17/1/22   Grant for barrier

Cllr. D. Muller informed the meeting that he had been asked to intervene following the delay in paying the grant towards the barrier construction.    Whilst DCC had originally advised that the site of the barrier was not an adopted road.  They have now altered their decision and now saying it is adopted and they are responsible for repairs.

The Clerk informed the meeting that some years ago he had asked DCC to carry out some repairs to the road surface.  DCC had refused to do any repairs saying they were not responsible and the damage was actually repaired by Mr. Holdcroft  (local farmer).    The lane itself is a dead end and is only used as a footpath and bridleway.   Cllr. D. Muller offered to bring in the DCC Highways Inspector who may be able to help.  
18/1/22   Grant application for shed and orchard.
Cllr. L. Charles confirmed she is still awaiting a decision regarding a grant from SDDC.  We already have a promise of £500 towards trees but she felt that planting should be delayed until we can consider what future grants are to be applied for. 






19/1/22   Christmas Tree 2022

Suggestions have been made for the possible Christmas Tree for next and future Christmases.    General agreement was received but it is recognised that electricity was not available on some of the potential sites.  Battery powered lights could be utilised. 
20/1/22   History Board.
Cllr. L. Charles explained that she is in the process of completing an application for a grant which should cover any expense to the Parish Council.
21/1/22   Approval of accounts and signing of cheques

R. Parker   


Allowable expenses             £19.50

T. H. Heath contracts   
Mow recreation field
    £864

NS Village Hall                   Room hire


     £61

Approved by Cllr. G. Tully and seconded by Cllr. L. Charles

Date of next meeting - Friday 11th February 2022 at 7.30pm – Village Hall


