NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY April 8th  2011 AT NEWTON SOLNEY VILLAGE HALL.

Present.  Cllr. D. Buchanan (chairman), Cllr. F. Hill, Cllr. A. Topliss,  Cllr. G. Plowman, Cllr. S. Ellis,  Cllr D. Smith, Cllr J Shorthouse
In attendance:  R. Parker (clerk),  Cllr. M. Ford, and Cllr. J. Bladon.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No matters were raised

PART 1 – NON-EXEMPT INFORMATION.
1/4  No apologies for absence were received.
2/4  Variation in order of business  - no change was made.
3/4  Declarations of interest.  None were made.
4/4  Minutes of the previous meeting were circulated, read and approved as a true record by the chairman.
5/4  To determine which items should be taken with the public excluded.
        No items were deemed necessary for discussion in Part 2
6/4   Matters arising from the minutes        No progress had been made regarding the necessary repairs to the parish notice boards.  Cllr. Hill offered to take the job in hand.     The application for a grant from the Safer Neighborhood Fund  had not been made as it was found that the costs were available for re-imbursement from the SDDC under concurrent funding.  Fouling by dogs was continuing to be a problem. It was mentioned that a person was exercising a dog on the recreation field.   There would be no objection to this if the dogs were kept on a leash and any fouling was cleaned up and disposed of properly.

7/4  Clerks report         Following an enquiry at the last Parish Council meeting  it had been confirmed by Mr. Heath of SDDC that the properties in Trent Lane were definitely included in the conservation area.     The sign regarding fishing had been erected alongside the river.
8/4  Chairman’s report.  Nothing to report apart from the next meeting would be the Annual Meeting of the Parish when he would be in the chair.
9/4 Parish Councilors.    Cllr. Hill and Cllr. Topliss has attended a meeting of Mercia Safer Neighborhoods. 
Crime figures were continuing to fall and the number of ASBOs had fallen considerably.   Double parking in Findern was causing problems as was general speeding by motor vehicles. There was still £1310 left  for suitable applications.
Cllr Topliss had attended the village hall meeting – most of the repair work had now been completed but some work on the tennis courts was still outstanding.
10/4    Planning applications and decisions.   Applications had been received for planned work at Bladen Hall Farm and Poplars Farm, Newton Solney (amendment to previous application)   -  No comments were made.
11/4   Recreation Ground – repair of hut: following an estimate of £700 for materials and 8 days voluntary labour it was agreed that a sum of £800 net of VAT would be made available from Parish Council Funds.    This included £100 contingency.   It was hoped that the work would be completed before the next football season.

12/4   Trustees of Sunnyside Alms Houses   - No further progress

13/4 Low Carbon Village Project, -  Cllr. Hill reported that there had been a further meeting with Anita Hughes of SDDC and a letter would be issued shortly by SDDC to all the houses in the village.    A launch had been arranged with an exhibition in the Unicorn Inn car park on 13th May. Application forms will then be available 
for parishioners to apply.    Completed forms should be sent to the parish clerk by 10th June.   Cllr. Hill would produce draft rules for the allocation of grants for agreement at the next meeting.
14/4
P.A. System for the village hall .    Cllr. Buchanan had made various enquiries  - two quotes had been received for £1496 and £1782 (incl VAT).    He had also made enquiries at the golf club who have a mobile P.A. system that would suit the requirements.    An estimate of £650 had been received from a local company, Quality Sounds, who have quoted £650 (not VAT registered).   It was agreed that up to £750 should be made available from Parish Council funds.    It was agreed that the Village Hall Committee would need to contact M. Ford regarding the loop system

15/4
Correspondence -   SDDC had asked for the names/telephone numbers of two persons who could be available on the dates of the Sportsmobile  - Climbing Wall – Thursday 28th July 6-8.00 p.m. Newton Park Hotel and Sportsmobile Tuesday 16th August-10.00am to noon –recreation field.   The clerk will be available – one other person is required for 16th August.u
16/4   Finance – Accounts for payment 



 Accounts for payment




 R. Parker (Clerk) £117 fees and expenses     - agreed

 DALC – Annual Subscription - £192.05
- agreed

 DALC – Association of Burial Authorities  £60  - declined


Cllr. G. Plowman £13.88   Timber and nails to repair fence.   -  agreed


SDDC
- £398.52 – Fill grit bins – agreed

To consider requests for funding under s137 – none received.

Future agenda items – Sunnyside Alms Houses – Trustee




Low carbon village




Recreational field – repair of hut



P.A. System for Village Hall

Any other business – David Buchanan (Chairman) said that this was his  last meeting.   He thanked all his colleagues and offered any help he could give to the Parish Council in the future.   The other Councilors all wished him well and thanked him for all the hard work he had put in.   Councillors also thanked Cllrs. Ellis and Topliss who were also attending their last meeting after 8 years as Parish Councillors.
Date and time of next meeting – Annual Parish Meeting Friday 14th May 2011 at 7.00 at Newton Solney Village Hall, followed by the monthly Parish Council meeting.  
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05 pm .

