NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING AND THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 9TH MAY 2008, AT 7.45PM

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NEWTON SOLNEY

Present: Cllr D Buchanan (Chairman), Cllr A Parker, Cllr Mrs Ellis, Cllr Mrs Shorthouse, Cllr Mrs A Topliss, Cllr Mrs D Smith (from 7.50pm) and Cllr G Plowman.

In attendance:  Cllr M Ford, Cllr J Bladen, Mrs J Storer (Clerk)

3 Parishioners

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1. Matters raised by the public.

None were raised

2. County Councillor, District Councillor and Police Matters.

Cllr Ford reported that the tree on Blacksmiths Lane has now been felled.  Thanks were extended to Cllr Ford for this.
Cllr Parker enquired if there was to be any facilities for the disposal of card following the introduction of the brown bin scheme.

Cllr Bladen advised the meeting that the kerbside collection contract is set for renewal and is currently being considered.  Other options for recycling materials including card and plastic are being considered under the review of the collection contract.
Recycling centres for Tetrapak are currently being trialled.

3. Members to talk on declared prejudicial interests

None were raised

PART 1- NON-EXEMPT INFORMATION

08/01 Election of Chairman

Cllr Parker nominated Cllr Buchanan, Cllr Mrs Topliss seconded this.
There were no other nominations.

RESOLVED: Cllr Buchanan was unanimously elected as Chairman.

08/02 Chairman to take and sign the Declaration of Office

Cllr Buchanan completed the Declaration of Office form
08/03
Election of Vice Chairman

Cllr Mrs Topliss nominated Cllr Parker, Cllr Mrs Ellis seconded this.
There were no other nominations.

RESOLVED: Cllr Parker was unanimously elected as Vice Chairman

08/04
Vice Chairman to take and sign the Declaration of Office

Cllr Parker completed the Declaration of Office form.
08/05 Apologies for Absence:  apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Mrs Wheeler.
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08/06
Variation of Order of Business: No variation was required.

08/07
Declaration of Members Interest: Cllr Mrs Topliss declared a prejudicial interest in planning application 9 2008 313 FH, as she is a neighbour.

07/201
Minutes of the last meeting held 11.04.08 were read, approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
08/09
To determine which items if any should be taken with the public excluded.

No items were deemed necessary to be taken with the public excluded other than the items already listed.

7.50 pm Cllr Mrs Smith arrived

08/10
Matters arising.

Condition of roads within the Parish

Cllr Ford reported that DCC proposed to alter the speed limits at both ends of the village.   To do this, all interested parties must be consulted including the Parish Council, Repton PC, SDDC, Police, Derbyshire Fire & Rescue Service, East Midlands Ambulance Service, RAC, Freight Transport & Road Haulage Associations, and the AA.   Derbyshire Police have already confirmed their approval to the proposed changes.   New village-name signs have been ordered as have some additional chevron signs for the bend at the top of the hill.   The Safety Camera team at Police HQ have been contacted. They were intending carrying out some speed enforcement using mobile cameras, either direct from the van or using a tripod mounted camera, but they were having some difficulty finding a suitable position to site the equipment safely.   DCC is still considering where Vehicle Activated signs can be sited, particularly with respect to any power supply.  

RESOLVED: to welcome the proposals but to clarify the extent of the 40 mph zone in the direction of Burton.

The road repairs have been completed and all the requested dropped kerbs installed.  Thanks were extended to Cllr Ford for this.

07/120 Additional Street Lighting

Cllr Ford had nothing further to report on this matter.  Cllr Parker reported that he had been contacted by a Parishioner who had expressed concerns that a relative living at The End had to walk there in the dark with no pavement to use.
Cllr Ford will pursue this matter.

07/151 Summer Play Activities

The dates are


29/07/08 – Sports mobile only


8/08/08 – Sports and play mobile (change of date due to a clash with Repton)


02/09/08 – Climbing wall

14/08/08 – Laser quest (this has been provided by SDDC free of charge, payment being made by the users of the activity)

07/157 – Drains

The drains are still blocked along Main Street adjacent to the Brickmakers’ Arms.  During the recent heavy rain the road was badly flooded outside The Unicorn.  The Clerk will report these matters to SDDC and DCC.
07/173 c) Fencing repairs

Cllr Plowman will inspect the fence to clarify whether the work has been carried out.
07/173 c) Parking during football matches

RESOLVED: to write to both teams, as the parking situation was particularly bad at the end of the season, to the extent that the road was blocked and emergency vehicles could not have gained access.  The matter must be resolved before the start of the next 
season.
07/175 a) Pruned Willow Tree

The debris from the bonfire has been removed.
The branch from the Willow Tree remains and consideration is to be given as to how it can be removed.

07/175 f) Arching tree

DCC has issued instructions for this to be felled.  No time limit has been given for the works to commence.
07/187 – Crossing signs at Main Street

Cllr Ford has received no feedback on this matter will continue to pursue it.

08/11
Clerk’s report.

The Clerk’s report as previously circulated was accepted and no further information was presented.

08/12  Chairman’s report.

The Chairman’s report on the Joint Liaison meeting held 23.04.08 was accepted.
The next Safer Neighbourhood Meeting will be held on 3/06/08 in Newton Solney at 6.30pm.

Some Parishioners have been contacted by the police regarding the K.I.N scheme and the idea behind this scheme was discussed.   It is for individuals themselves to decide whether or not to participate.
08/13
To receive reports from parish councillors 

 Meetings attended
Cllr Mrs Topliss’ report from the Village Hall meeting was accepted.

08/14
To receive a report on the Village Project

The original idea was to tidy the site and to retain it as a wildlife area.  
RESOLVED: for the Clerk to approach the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust for advice.

Cllr Mrs Topliss queried whether it was possible to approach the Bonfire Committee with a view to obtaining funds for this project.  Cllr Parker will raise this matter with the Committee once a decision has been made as to what to do with the site.
08/15
To update the Village Plan

Amendments have been made.  This will be an agenda item for detailed consideration.
08/16
Recreational Field amenities
Cllr Parker reported that The Unicorn FC has let it be known that, in time, teams will not be permitted into the Burton League unless proper changing facilities are provided.   It was agreed that the current facilities are in a poor condition.

This matter will be placed on the agenda for consideration at the next meeting.

08/17
Planning applications and decisions.

Applications

9 2008 0467 U – the retrospective part change of use from a storage yard to the sale of caravans and the siting of a portacabin office at Bretby Nurseries, Bretby Lane, Bretby
NO OBJECTIONS

Cllr Mrs Topliss declared a prejudicial interest in the following application and left the meeting.

9 2008 0313 FH – The erection of a tractor shed and store at Cedar House, Newton Road, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS but the Clerk will advise SDDC planning dept that there is a public footpath adjacent to the site.

Cllr Mrs Topliss returned to the meeting.

Planning  Decisions

9 2008 0054 TC – Pruning of yew tree at 2 west Lodge, Newton Park, Newton Solney

CONSENT GRANTED

9 2007 01468 TC – The felling of a tree at 36 Main Street, Newton Solney

GRANTED

 92008 0080 TC – The pruning of a sycamore tree at  14, Bakewell House, Main Street, Newton Solney

CONSENT GRANTED
08/ 18 Correspondence.

All correspondence was circulated.

DCC – Draft policy on Road side memorials and Tributes.

RESOLVED: to agree to the twelve week period for tributes to be laid following a fatal accident.  The Parish Council did not agree to the proposal of no tributes on the anniversary dates.

The Clerk will completed and return the questionnaire. 

08/19
The provision of broadband service within South Derbyshire

It was agreed that the provision of the service was intermittent and that slow speed was a complaint.
RESOLVED: the Clerk will report this to SDDC and this matter will be publicised in the Newsletter for individuals to make their own representations to SDDC.
08/20
Accounts.

a) Accounts for Payment

The following accounts were passed for payment

Accounts for Payment

Clerk’s fee for May






£88.09

DCC – pension contributions for clerk & PC



£24.01

Clerk’s expenses






£48.87
Allianz – PC insurance 2008/2009




£454.63

Hallam Maintenance – Service of strimmer



£38.00

Money received

SDDC – Concurrent expenses refunded



£1760.00

HMRC – VAT refund for 07/08




£150.85
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In view of the recent case of an accident on a bouncy castle, the Clerk was requested to seek clarification as to who is responsible legally and for insurance purposes.


d) To accept the accounts for the year ending 31.03.08

 RESOLVED: to accept the accounts subject to the addition of a footnote that the grant for the village project was received in the financial year 2007/2008, but due to timing, the payment was not made until 2008/2009.

The accounts have been audited by Mr D Ingman and no comments have been raised.

   c) 
To complete the Annual Audit Return


This was completed and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

d) To complete the proposal form for increasing the level of fidelity guarantee

The Clerk informed that the recommended level of fidelity guarantee was for the combined sum of the balances held at the year end, plus half of the precept.  The current level of insurance is £10000, and under the above recommendation the limit should be £16000.

RESOLVED: the proposal form was completed and the Clerk will obtain the increase in premium.

08/21
Future agenda items

i. Recreational Field amenities and changing room
ii. Parish Project

iii. Parish Plan

08/22
Any other business taken at the chairman’s discretion
i. Dog fouling continues to occur on the Recreational Field
ii. A question was raised as to whether fishing was allowed on the river.  It was the view of the meeting that fishing is permitted on the Common Land section, but that a national fishing permit was necessary.

iii. Agreed to allow the organisers of the Village New Year’s Eve party to place an article on the web site.

iv. Investigation is to be made as to whether a public footpath has been altered.  This will be raised at the next meeting.

08/23
Dates of the next meeting. The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on:

  13th June, 11th July, 8th August (planning applications only), 12th September, 10th October, 14th November, 12th December.
All meetings are to commence at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, Newton Solney.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked all for attending, and closed the meeting at 9.07pm.
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