NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AND THE

ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY
10TH MAY 2007, AT 7.45PM

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NEWTON SOLNEY

Present: Cllr Mr D Buchanan (Chairman), Cllr Mrs D Smith, Cllr Mrs A Topliss, Cllr G Plowman, Cllr Mrs Ellis, Cllr A Parker
In attendance:  Cllr Mrs H Wheeler, Cllr J Bladen, Cllr M Ford, 1 parishioner (5 for the annual meeting), Mrs J Storer (Clerk)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1. Matters raised by the public.

There were no matters raised by the public.

2. County Councillor, District Councillor and Police Matters.

Cllr Ford advised the meeting that an additional PCSO is due to be allocated to this area in the near future, making two PCSOs in total.

PART 1- NON-EXEMPT INFORMATION

07/01  Any member to declare an interest

Cllr Mrs Smith declared a prejudicial interest in planning application 9 2007 0478 F
07/02
Election of Chairman

Cllr Parker nominated Cllr Buchanan and Cllr Mrs Smith seconded the motion.  There were no other nominations.

RESOLVED: that Cllr Buchanan be unanimously elected as Chairman

07/03
Chairman to take and sign the Declaration of Office

Cllr Buchanan signed the Declaration of Office of Chairman.

07/04
Election of Vice Chairman

Cllr Parker was nominated by Cllr Mrs Topliss and seconded by Cllr Mrs Smith.  There were no other nominations.

RESOLVED: Cllr Parker was unanimously elected as Vice Chairman.

07/04
Vice Chairman to take and sign the Declaration of Office

Cllr Parker signed the Declaration of Office of Vice Chairman

07/05
Co-option of Parish Councillor

The notice advertising the vacancy will be displayed.

The Clerk advised the meeting that the vacancy can be filled by co-option until 22nd June, after which, the vacancy must be notified to SDDC and advertised in accordance with its regulations.

It was agreed that any interested parties should contact the Clerk who will invite them to the next meeting to give a short presentation and answer questions.. 

07/06
Apologies for Absence: none were received.
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07/07
Minutes of the last meeting held 13.04.07 were read, approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

07/08
To determine which items if any should be taken with the public excluded.

No items were deemed necessary to be taken with the public excluded.

07/09
Matters arising.

06/18a) To decide upon works to repair or replace the finger post on the Village Green
The remaining directional signs on the fingerpost are in need of repair.

RESOLVED: that Mr McEwan will be asked to repair them and will be given an honorarium, the value of which will be agreed at a later date.   Cllr Parker agreed to discuss with Mr McEwan.
06/136 Request for Flower tubs

DCC, in a telephone conversation with the Clerk, informed of the process that is necessary to site the flower tubs.  The process is lengthy and complex, but a cultivation licence is easier to obtain.

A discussion occurred about how the verge was becoming damaged.

RESOLVED: to write to DCC requesting that the verge is narrowed so that the junction is widened to allow lorries additional room to manoeuvre.

06/138 Condition of Roads within the Parish

DCC has written to inform that a collapsed drain could not be located but instructions have been issued to repair a broken gully.

06/146 Licence for football on the Playing Field

A draft licence has been drawn up by Cllr Buchanan and Mr McEwan, which most Councillors have viewed and commented upon.  Mr McEwan will discuss the draft licence with both teams and then report to the Parish Council at the June meeting.

06/156 Affordable Housing Survey

Mr Miles King will be asked to attend the June meeting to explain the affordable housing survey.

06/158i) Bus shelter repairs

The hole in the back of the bus shelter and the felt on the roof need repairing.  Cllr Parker requested that the work is delayed until the late summer to allow the regular nesting birds to leave.

Cllr Mrs Smith will make enquiries with a Parishioner about carrying on the repairs.

07/10
Clerk’s report.

There was nothing further to report.

07/11  Chairman’s report.

The Chairman’s report on the Village Hall Committee Meeting, held 01.05.07, was accepted.  Cllr Buchanan has stepped down as the Parish Council representative on the Village Hall Committee.  Cllr Mrs Topliss agreed to be the new representative.

The Church roof repairs have been completed and an informal celebration will be held on 3rd June.  The formal celebrations will occur later in the year.
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07/12
To receive reports from parish councillors 

a) Meetings attended

i) Liaison Meeting with SDDC – 18/04/07 – Cllr Buchanan reported that the revised Code of Conduct was discussed.  Also the Carbon Village Footprint Project is well underway and useful information is being collated.

The new legislation regarding smoking comes into force on 1st July and SDDC will be enforcement agency.

The electronic distribution of planning applications will be discussed further at the next meeting on 11th July.

ii) Flood Liaison Meeting – 24/04/07 – Cllr Mrs Ellis reported on the meeting.  One item raised was that sewage pumping buildings were erected by developers when housing estates were built, but after discussion, it was thought that the one in the village, was significantly older than the housing developments.

The matter will be placed on the agenda for the September meeting to discuss the possibility of obtaining costs to remove the pumping station.

iii) Christmas Tree Festival – 30/04/07 – Cllr Plowman advised that the festival will run between 7th and 10th December.  The Parish Council has been asked to supply/fund a large Christmas tree for display at the main road end of Church Lane.
The Clerk will make enquiries as to whether planning permission is required. 

b) Forthcoming meetings

i) The Joint Liaison Meeting between SDDC and Parish Councils – 11/07/07

07/13
To ratify the Summer Play provisions for the Climbing Wall

The Clerk has placed a request for the summer play activities, including the climbing wall.  The dates will be allocated by SDDC towards the end of May.

07/14
To discuss the Local Housing Needs Survey in Newton Solney

As Mr King was unable to attend the May meeting, this matter will now take place at the June meeting.

07/15
Community Response Plan

All Councillors have viewed the Plan.

RESOLVED:  to adopt the Plan and this will be lodged with SDDC.

07/16
To adopt the revised Code of Conduct

RESOLVED: to adopt the revised Code of Conduct together with paragraph 12 (2).

All Councillors completed the new Register of Interest Forms.

07/17
Planning applications and decisions.

Applications

9 2007 0473 L – The removal of existing bollard lighting and installation of new lighting units, to replace the existing, which are beyond repair and the reinstatement of the existing stone wall at Jarvis Newton Park Hotel, Newton road, Newton Solney
Conditions are sought to ensure that the proposed lights are not as intrusive as those currently in situ, which are considered to present a road hazard.
9 2007 0478 F – The erection of a projecting wooden pergola over the existing patio area with heating and lighting at Brickmakers Arms, 9 Main Street, Newton Solney
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NO OBJECTIONS
9 2007 0458 F – The erection of a detached dwelling on plot 1, Newton Mount Bungalow, Bretby Lane, Bretby
OBJECTIONS that this proposal is outside the confines of the village; and as such goes against the adopted Village Plan.  

It is considered that the development will be prominent.
The access to the development is at a dangerous junction on Bretby Lane.

Concerns were expressed about the affect of drainage and sewage disposal 

9 2007 0459 F – The erection of a detached dwelling on plot 2, Newton Mount Bungalow, Bretby Lane, Bretby

OBJECTIONS that this proposal is outside the confines of the village; and as such goes against the adopted Village Plan.  

It is considered that the development will be prominent.

The access to the development is at a dangerous junction on Bretby Lane.

Concerns were expressed about the affect of drainage and sewage disposal 

Decisions
9 2006 1141 FH – The erection of a garage and outbuilding block at 41, Cedar House, Main Street, Newton Solney

REFUSED

9 2006 1355 FH – The removal of an existing garage and replace with the erection of a garden room at The Forge, Blacksmiths Lane, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

9 2007 0151 FH – The erection of extensions at Trent Cottage, Trent lane, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

07/18  Correspondence.

All correspondence was circulated.

07/19
Accounts.

a) Accounts for Payment

The following accounts were passed for payment

Mrs J Storer - Clerk’s fee for May




£84.38

DCC – pension contributions for clerk & PC



£23.41

Mrs J Storer - Clerk’s expenses




£50.96

Allianz Cornhill – Insurance





£435.98

Money received

SDDC – Concurrent expenses refund




£1880.00

VAT refunded







£112.49
b) To accept the accounts for the year ending 31.03.07

RESOLVED: the accounts for the year ending 31.03.07, as previously circulated were accepted.

Cllr Mrs Topliss enquired as to whether the Bloom money could be used to finance the Christmas tree.  This will be discussed when the costs of a tree are known.
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07/20
Future agenda items

i) the complete the audit report

ii) the allocation of trees held by chairman

iii) the design of the  stile on the public footpath

07/21
Any other business taken at the chairman’s discretion.

i) Two lorries have very recently struck the almshouses, causing structural damage on both occasions. The first incident was dealt via the driver’s insurance company, but no details were left on the second occasion.

Cllr Ford agreed to pursue the possibility of installing bollards to protect the building.

ii) The condition of the Infant School car park was discussed and the meeting advised that it is to be left in its current condition due to lack of funds.

07/22
Dates of the next meeting. The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on:
8th June


13th July


14th September

12th October


9th November


14th December

An additional meeting will be held on 10th August to deal with planning applications only.

All meetings are to commence at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, Newton Solney.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked all for attending, and closed the meeting at 8.47pm.
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PART TWO – EXEMPT ITEMS

Clerk’s amended contract

The Chairman has viewed the contract, sent from DALC.

The contract was accepted and signed by the Chairman and Clerk

The meeting closed at 8.50pm

