NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY
11th JANUARY 2008, AT 7.45PM

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NEWTON SOLNEY

Present: Cllr D Buchanan (Chairman), Cllr Mrs Ellis, Cllr A Parker, Cllr Mrs Shorthouse, Cllr Mrs A Topliss, Cllr Mrs D Smith and Cllr G Plowman.

In attendance:  Cllr M Ford, Cllr Mrs H Wheeler, Cllr J Bladen

 Mrs J Storer (Clerk), Mr M King, 5 Parishioners

PRESENTATION BY MILES KING REGARDING THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING SURVEY

Mr King explained that the survey had been carried out in September 2007 and that there had been a 43% response rate. The results indicate that three properties with shared ownership are needed.  Of those responding to the survey, 47% supported the idea of affordable housing.

Mrs Wheeler advised the meeting that SDDC wants to support financially the idea of affordable homes.   These would be earmarked for Newton Solney Residents but if there is no one on a waiting list, then the homes would be offered to neighbouring parishes and to those working within the parish.

The site required for these homes would be very small and a parish walk will be organised to identify possible sites.  Approaches will be made to the land owners and if successful, the usual planning rules would then apply.

SDDC officials will decide on the basis of an application form whether applicants are eligible for a property, but applicants must be on the SDDC waiting list.

The Chairman thanked all for attending and closed this presentation at 7.41 pm.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1. Matters raised by the public.

Mr G Wass spoke to the meeting about past and current problems being experienced by a tree planted on the highway verge.   He had positive proof that the responsibility for the tree in question lay with the County Council.
Cllr Ford agreed to pursue this matter.

2. County Councillor, District Councillor and Police Matters.

Cllr Ford reported that the survey of the parish roads will be completed by the end of the month.

3. Members to declare prejudical interests

Cllr Buchanan declared a prejudical interest in planning application 9 2007 1468 TC.  Cllr Buchanan explained the reasons for the application.

PART 1- NON-EXEMPT INFORMATION

07/126
Apologies for Absence: no apologies were received.

07/127
Variation of Order of Business

No variation was required.
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07/128
Declaration of Members Interest

Cllr Buchanan declared a prejudical interest in planning application 9 2007 1468 TC.

07/129
Minutes of the last meeting held 14.12.07 were read, approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

07/130
To determine which items if any should be taken with the public excluded.

No items were deemed necessary to be taken with the public excluded other than the items already listed.

07/131
Matters arising.

07/33
To consider the planting of trees currently held by the Chairman

DCC has refused the application for a cultivation licence as the verges are too narrow.

07/52 Affordable Housing Survey

Cllr Mrs Smith sought and was given assurances that if land was donated, additional houses would not be built.

Cllr Mrs Topliss considered that some comments contained within the Survey report gave the indication that the scheme is being driven by a small minority.

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders

Cllr Mrs Wheeler stated that the results are based on evidence of need and the best way to gather that evidence was by the survey and that it would be very unlikely that a large need would be identified within this Parish.

The Chairman returned to Standing Orders.

07/35
Stile

Negotiations regarding the style are still ongoing.

07/120 Additional Street Lighting

This request will be taken to the Safer Neighbourhood Meeting.

07/132
Clerk’s report.

Training on the Revised Code of Conduct will take place on 29th January 2008.  The Clerk and Chairman will attend.

07/133  Chairman’s report.

The Chairman has received further complaints that dog fouling continues to be a problem on the playing field.  A strong article will be placed in the Newsletter that the Parish Council is prepared to prosecute the culprit(s) if the matter continues.

The Parish Council has been asked if it wishes to place regular articles in the Repton Parish Magazine at no cost.

RESOLVED: to submit the same articles that are placed in the Village Newsletter

07/134
To receive reports from parish councillors 

 Meetings attended
i) Village Hall Committee – a statement of repairs and maintenance has been submitted to the Parish Council.

RESOLVED: to make a donation of £650 to the Village Hall.
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Forthcoming meetings

Safer Neighbourhood – 03/03/08

Code of Conduct Training – 29/01/08

Repton Area Meeting – 29/01/08

SDDC Liaison Meting – 21/01/08

07/135
To consider the Summer Holiday Play Provision

There has been a significant increase in the cost of the activities and the matter will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting for consideration of the sessions to be booked.

07/136
Planning applications and decisions.

Applications

9 2007 1444 B – The removal of condition 4 of planning permission 9/2006/0585/U at Newton Mount, Bretby Lane, Bretby

NO OBJECTIONS

9 2007 1468 TC – The felling of a tree at 36 Main Street, Newton Solney

Cllr Buchanan declared a prejudicial interest in this application as he is the applicant.  He left the meeting and Cllr Parker took the chair.

NO OBJECTIONS

Cllr Buchanan returned to the meeting

Planning  Decisions

None received

07/137  Correspondence.

All correspondence was circulated.

07/138
To consider the Village Project

Mr Topliss and Cllr Buchanan have viewed the site.  Mr Topliss will bring ideas back to the Parish Council.

07/139
Accounts.

a) Accounts for Payment

The following accounts were passed for payment


Mrs J Storer – Clerk’s fee for January 


£88.08


DCC – pension contributions for Clerk & PC

£24.01


Newton Solney V Hall – donation 



£650.00

Money received

E-On – wayleaves





£58.00

b) To set the precept for 2008/2009 

RESOLVED: that the precept for 2008/2009 is set at £4200.00.

This is a total increase of £150.00

07/140
Future agenda items

a) Booking of summer play sessions.
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07/141
Any other business taken at the chairman’s discretion
The mobile police office is due to be in the village.  Dates are to be obtained from the Police.

07/142
Dates of the next meeting. The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on:

8th February, 14th March, 11th April, 9th May, and 13th June

All meetings are to commence at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, Newton Solney.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked all for attending, and closed the meeting at 8.28pm.
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