NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY
11th APRIL 2008, AT 7.45PM

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NEWTON SOLNEY

Present: Cllr D Buchanan (Chairman), Cllr A Parker, Cllr Mrs Ellis, Cllr Mrs Shorthouse, Cllr Mrs A Topliss, Cllr Mrs D Smith and Cllr G Plowman.

In attendance:  Cllr M Ford (to 9.05pm), Cllr Mrs H Wheeler (to 9.05pm), Cllr J Bladen (to 9.05pm),  Mrs J Storer (Clerk)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1. Matters raised by the public.

None were raised

2. County Councillor, District Councillor and Police Matters.

None were raised

3. Members to declare prejudicial interests

None were raised

PART 1- NON-EXEMPT INFORMATION

07/177
Apologies for Absence: no apologies were received.

07/178
Variation of Order of Business: No variation was required.

07/179
Declaration of Members Interest: No declarations were made.

07/180
Minutes of the last meeting held 14.03.08 were read, approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record subject to the following amendments :-


07/158 “camping is still taking place…” should read “had taken place …”

07/175 d) “ about the processes being employed…”  should read  “the apparent lack of transparency …”

07/181
To determine which items if any should be taken with the public excluded.

No items were deemed necessary to be taken with the public excluded other than the items already listed.

07/182
Matters arising.

Introduction of the Brown Bin Scheme

The Clerk was requested to seek clarification as to when the paper, glass and tin collection would take place once the new composting scheme was operational.

07/33
To consider the planting of trees currently held by the Chairman

Cllr Ford advised that he has requested for the tree in question to be removed immediately on a “without prejudice” basis, but has been informed that the 
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matter is still in hand with the respective insurance companies.

The Parish Council reiterated that the matter needs to be urgently resolved and the Clerk was requested to write to DCC to support Cllr Ford’s efforts to resolve the matter.

Condition of roads within the Parish

The vehicle activation signs have been ordered but the locations identified on a map circulated by Cllr Ford, still need to be finalised. 
The Chairman had met with a representative of Roger Bullivant, who offered to finance some measures to assist with the curbing of speeding through the village.  A letter of thanks has been sent, which expresses the hope that the County Council will fund this initiative but if not, than the offer maybe revisited at a later date.

The road repairs are due to commence on 14th April.  Some kerbing works have been carried out but further work relating to dropped kerbs is needed.  Cllr Ford is aware of this and has passed this onto the relevant works department.

The road works will cause the temporary closure of the road and a temporary shuttle bus has been organised to operate during the next week to ensure that a bus service is provided during the daytime. 

Cllr Ford was thanked for all his work in relation to the B5008 road.

07/35
Stile

The Footpaths Officer has stated that the stile complies with the DDA and there is nothing legally that can be done in relation to this. The Parish Council accepted this and brought the matter to a close.

07/120 Additional Street Lighting

The costs of street lighting installation were explained.  Grant funding is available via the Safer Neighbourhood Partnership, but as there is such a large demand for street lighting across the District, there is a move away from grant funding and towards attempts to get the County to fund the street lighting issues. Cllr Ford offered to investigate this matter.

07/149 Litter 

The area received a litter pick on 1st April and any further incidents will be reported to the Clean Team.

07/151 Summer Play Activities

The dates are


29/07/08 – Sports mobile only


8/08/08 – Sports and play mobile (change of date due to a clash with Repton)


02/09/08 – Climbing wall

07/157 - Drains

All the drains in the district have cleared but one drain remains blocked.  The Clerk will report this to SDDC.

07/173 c) Fencing repairs

This was reported to Derwent Fencing and the work should have been carried out.
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07/169 – Affordable Housing

It was reported that it has not been possible to obtain the initial site, and SDDC are investigating other options. The Parish Council stated that there were no other suitable sites within the Parish.
The following motion was proposed by Cllr Mrs Smith and seconded by Cllr Mrs Shorthouse.

We urge the District Council not to proceed with its current affordable housing plans due to the absence of a suitable site.  However, the Parish Council continues to support the principle of affordable housing subject to a suitable site becoming available in the future.

RESOLVED: unanimously to support the above motion.

07/173 c) Parking during football matches

The Chairman has spoken with a representative of the Unicorn FC about match day parking.  There have been further reports that cars associated with Repton Casuals, have been going onto the field during match days.  The keyholders to the field will be advised not to allow this in the future and the Chairman will speak to representatives of both teams, about this matter.

07/175 a) Pruned Willow Tree

The tree has been pruned and the cuttings/debris has been left by the river.   The Clerk will investigate.   Also on the site of the annual bonfire, some metal items have been left from the last event. Cllr Parker will speak to Mr Winter about its removal.

07/175 e) Syringes in the village

The police have advised that the culprit is known to the police and that the problem has ceased.

07/175 f) Arching tree

The tree is still there.  The Clerk will follow up this matter.

07/175 g) – Broken bench

This has been repaired by Mr Shilton.   Thanks are expressed to him.
07/183
Clerk’s report.

No further information was presented.

07/184  Chairman’s report.

The Mill Close sign is in need of repair.  The Clerk will advise SDDC.

The Chairman had queried the statistics issued from SDDC, which were enclosed with the latest Council Tax bill, regarding Newton Solney’s precept increase.  Cllr Mrs Wheeler had made enquires with the Finance Dept who in turn advised that there were less houses in the Parish qualifying for full Council Tax payments and this is the cause of the discrepancies between the Parish Council’s and District Council’s figures.

07/185
To receive reports from parish councillors 

 Meetings attended
Cllr Mrs Topliss’ report from the Village Hall meeting was accepted.
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No other meetings had been attended.

07/168
To receive a report on the Village Project

The first stage of the project – the demolition of the pumping station and clearing of the site – has been completed.  There is still a lot of general rubbish in the area which requires clearing.  The matter will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

Mr Topliss was asked to think of possibilities for the site and a record of thanks was made to Mr Topliss.
07/186
To update the Village Plan

Amendments were suggested, which the Chairman will make and bring the revised document to the Annual Meeting of the Parish, for further review.

07/187
To consider the installation of a pedestrian crossing on Main Street

A request has been made, by a Parishioner, for a pedestrian crossing on Main Street.

Whilst it was agreed that there was no safe place for residents to cross the road, it was considered that a pedestrian crossing had several disadvantages.

Cllr Ford was asked to investigate the possibility of signs being erected to warn motorists of the school and of vulnerable persons crossing the road.

07/188
Planning applications and decisions.

Applications

9 2008 0363 FH – The erection of extensions at Bretby Cottage, Bretby Lane, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS

9 2008 0265 L – The installation of gas central heating boilers with associated external works at John Higgott Almshouses, Main Street, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS

9 2008 0353 TP – Crown cleaning and pruning of trees covered by SDDC TPO 129 at Bladon House School, Newton Road, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS

Planning  Decisions

9 2008 0054 TC – Pruning of yew tree at 2 west Lodge, Newton Park, Newton Solney

CONSENT GRANTED

9 2007 01468 TC – The felling of a tree at 36 Main Street, Newton Solney

GRANTED

 92008 0080 TC – The pruning of a sycamore tree at  14, Bakewell House, Main Street, Newton Solney

CONSENT GRANTED
07/189  Correspondence.

All correspondence was circulated.
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07/190
To consider the request to start the Willington Raft Race from Newton Solney

RESOLVED: To agree to the request for the race to start at Newton Solney on 14th June 2008.

9.05pm Cllr Mrs Wheeler, Cllr Bladen and Cllr Ford left the meeting.

07/191
Accounts.

a) Accounts for Payment

The following accounts were passed for payment


Clerk’s fee for April






£88.09

DCC – pension contributions for clerk & PC



£24.01

Clerk’s expenses






£36.40
- Demolition of pumping station




£3407.50
N Wass – Bus shelter cleaning Nov 07 to April 08


£45.00


DALC – Subscription for 2008/2009




£172.43
The Clerk was requested to provide the last five years subscription fees for DALC, as concerns exist that the annual increases are well above inflationary rises.
Money received

Safer Neighbourhood Grant





£1900.00

First half precept 2008/2009





£2100.00

SDDC – half yearly interest





£135.91

b) To consider an additional sign on the Playing Field

An estimate of approximately £200 was given.  

RESOLVED: that given the cost involved and the infrequency of instances of camping, a sign will not be bought.

07/192
Future agenda items

i. To consider ideas for the village project

ii. Recreational Field amenities

iii. To consider the revised Parish Plan

iv. Update on the B5008

07/193
Any other business taken at the chairman’s discretion
No matters were raised.

07/194
Dates of the next meeting. The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on:

  9th May, and 13th June

The Annual meeting of the Parish will be held on 9th May 2007 at 7.00pm.

All meetings are to commence at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, Newton Solney.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked all for attending, and closed the meeting at 9.17pm.
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