MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY MARCH 9th 2012 AT NEWTON SOLNEY VILLAGE HALL

Present:     Cllr. F. Hill (Chairman), Cllr. D. Smith,  Cllr. D. Forster, Cllr. K. Haines. Cllr. J. Shorthouse, Cllr. G. Plowman. Cllr. M. Ford,  Cllr. P. Smith and 3 parishioners
In attendance:  R. Parker (clerk),  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION        Mr. Stephen Hiatt and his brother Mr. Ian Hiatt spoke regarding their letter dated 18th January 2012.     They pointed out that they owned a small plot of land on Church Lane which was difficult to maintain.   They suggested that it might be utilized for building land in some form.   It is currently outside the village envelope.  They were advised that their comments would be considered by the Parish Council
Cllr. M. Ford had attended a meeting regarding the complaints about the bus service.   Improvement plans are to be be formulated.  The County Council had been successful in gaining a £7m grant for improvements to Broadband.

Cllr. P. Smith was advised that the damaged door to the substation at the rear of the Brickmakers had still not repaired – a 28 day Notice had been sent to Powergen

PART 1 – NON EXEMPT INFORMATION
1/3
Apologies for absence.     Received from Cllr. G. Tully and Cllr. M. Stanton

2/3
Variation in order of business – no alterations were deemed necessary
3/3
 Declarations of members interest – no declarations were made
4/3
Minutes of the previous meeting.   These were circulated, read and approved as a true record 
5/3
To determine which items should be taken with the public excluded. – no change deemed necessary
6/3
Outstanding matters.   Nothing to report   


7/3
Clerks report.   -   Nothing to report.
8/3
Chairmans report –  Cllr. Hill had attended a Community & Planning Briefing Session when the Neighbourhood and Village Plans were discussed.      

He had also attended a joint meeting with Parish Councils and SDDC when the Diamond Jubilee/Olympics 
Presentation, Planning principles and guide lines/parish plan, Play schemes and Standards regime were discussed.    A new sign in Church Lane was now fitted.    The seat by the river was still progressing with a final decision awaited on type from  Mrs. S. Ellis
9/3
Parish Councillors reports.    Cllr. J. Shorthouse had attended a meeting of the Village Hall Committee. – A final decision regarding the kitchen improvements has still not been made but they were trying hard to get a scheme approved and quotations obtained by the end of April.  An extra music license was now being acquired which would cover anyone using the hall.   The guttering replacement has now been completed. 


Cllr. D. Smith felt that the lack of a post office or shop in the village was detrimental to the parishioners.


She was proposing to look into a possible mobile Post Office van and also a shop at the Brickmakers Arms.

Cllr. G. Plowman proposed that a further grit bin be situated in Blacksmiths Lane. Seconded by Cllr. J. Shorthouse – all agreed.  Cllr. Plowman also pointed out the a very large branch was falling off the willow tree on the recreation grounds and could be dangerous particularly to children.   This will be dealt with as a matter of urgency.     The councilors also pointed out there were a number of damaged road surfaces on the village roads   Full details to be provided by councillors at the next Parish Council meeting

Councillor Plowman had received adverse comments relating to the post and rail fence to the RecreationField.    He is to inspect and obtain a quotation for replacement or making good.   
10/3
Planning applications and decisions. – None 
  .

11/3
Queens Jubillee.   The steering committee has now been formed.
12/3
Future spending.  -  No further progress

13/3
Localism Bill –  No further progress

14/3
Village Plan – 
The comments made by Mr. Stephen Hiatt before the meeting regarding the plot of land in Church Lane were discussed.  It was proposed by Cllr. D. Smith and seconded by Cllr. J. Shorthouse that it would be in Mr. Hiatt’s best interest to request that he approach South Derbyshire D.C. direct.


Cllr. Hill reported that the current Village Plan (2005 – revised 2008) was on the village website.  This was still fully comprehensive and that only slight amendments may be needed.   A request for comments from parishioners would be put into the Parish Newsletter, Parish Magazine and on the website.  Cllr. Hill agreed to update the existing village plan prior to the next Parish Meeting.  A full report of the proposed revised Village Plan will be available for the Annual General Meeting in May 2012 when any further comments and requests can  be received from the parishioners prior to the final plan being prepared.

15/3
Trustees of recreation field. – Cllr. Hill had attended a further meeting with the solicitors and the way is now clear to forward the names of the three persons to replace Dick Falder as trustees.    (Cllrs.D. Smith, 

G. Tully and J. Shorthouse.)  
16/3
Trustees of John Higgott Almshouses – Further information is being sought.

17/3
Corrspondence . Cllr. Hill had received a request for financial help from Community Transport (Swadlincote)
  -  A registered charity set up to provide low cost accessable transport to members of the community who are unable to access public transport.   It was proposed by Cllr. D. Smith and seconded by Cllr. Plowman that £100 should be donated.
The Ground Maintenance Contract 2112/3 had been received from Derbys. CC. This is to be charged at

£449.17 plus VAT – this represents an increase of 0.5% - Accepted unanimously.
A letter from Derbyshire County Council had been received regarding the Rights of Way minor 

maintenance scheme.  This offers up to £385 towards the costs of controlling vegetation, stoning small
lengths of pathways and waymarking.  This will be considered and discussed  at the next meeting.
18/3
Lengthsman
The village does not currently have a lengthsman (person employed to carry out minor

tidying-up duties)  The councilors will look into what the specific duties will be and what a suitable salary 
would be prior to the next meeting

19/3
Request for funding help from Newton Solney Village Hall.  Details of expenditure for 2011 had been provided.
After a full discussion the councilors decided that on this occasion they could not help.
20/3
Allotments   There are no allotments in the village and following a single request enquiries have been made 


as  to any other interested villagers.   As yet no-one has come forward.     If a total of at least six applicants


were to come forward the Parish Council will look into the possibility of providing the land.

21/3 
Finance

R. Parker – clerks fees/expenses

£117


Community Transport



£100


DALC – annual fees



£192.05


To consider requests for funding under S137 – none received
22/3
Future agenda items

Localism Bill

Village Plan.


Queens Jubillee

Trustees of recreation field

Trustee of John Higgott Almshouses


Allotments

Paths and roads

Village Hall Kitchen


Fencing

23/3
Date and time of next meeting – Friday 13th April 2012 –  7.30 to consider planning applications and decisions, followed by a normal parish council meeting  at 7.45pm
Part 2  Exempt items – none


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30 pm
