NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON FRIDAY 8th MAY 2009, AT 7.45PM

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NEWTON SOLNEY

Present: Mr D Buchanan (Chairman), Cllr Mrs S Ellis, Cllr Mrs D Smith, Mrs A Topliss, Mrs J Shorthouse

In attendance:  Cllr J Bladen,   Mrs J Storer (Clerk), 

1. Election of Chairman

Cllr Mrs Topliss nominated Cllr Buchanan.  Cllr Mrs Ellis seconded the motion.  There were no other nominations

RESOLVED: Cllr Buchanan was unanimously elected as Chairman.

2. Chairman to take and sign the Declaration of Office

Cllr Buchanan signed the Declaration of Office

3. Election of Vice Chairman

Cllr Mrs Smith nominated Cllr Mrs Topliss.  Cllr Mrs Ellis seconded the motion.  There were no other nominations

RESOLVED: Cllr Mrs Topliss was unanimously elected as Vice Chairman.

4. Vice Chairman to take and sign the Declaration of Office

Cllr Mrs Topliss signed the Declaration of Office

5. Review of Registers of Interest

Some of the papers necessary to complete this item were not available.   The Clerk apologised and this item will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting

6. To appoint representatives to Working Parties and External Bodies

a) Village Hall – Cllr Mrs Topliss 
b) Joint Liaison Meeting with SDDC and Parish Councils – Any Parish Councillor will attend
c) Safer Neighbourhood Meetings – Any Councillor will attend
d) Area Forum – Any Councillor will attend
e) Joint Highways Forum – Cllr Mrs Ellis
f) Working Parties – As agreed at the last meeting
g) Other representations – The Biodiversity Group will consist of Cllr Mrs Ellis and Cllr Mrs Topliss.
Cllr Buchanan declared a prejudicial interest and left the meeting for the next item.  Cllr Mrs Topliss assumed the role of Chairman.

h) Percy William Ratcliffe Cottage Trust

The Parish Council has been requested to nominate two representatives on the Trust.  The existing Parish Council nominations are Mrs Buchanan and Mr D Falder.

RESOLVED; The reappointment of Mrs Buchanan and Mr Falder.  The Clerk was requested to confirm this with a condition that a written report and a set of accounts are received from the Trust before the next Parish Council meeting.  The Trust will be asked to provide a report on an annual 
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basis at the Annual Meeting of the Parish.  The reports are necessary as the representatives are acting on behalf of the Parish Council.

Cllr Buchanan returned to the meeting.

The Parish Council moved straight to the Ordinary Meeting
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NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 8th MAY 2009, AT 8.00PM

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NEWTON SOLNEY

Present: Mr D Buchanan (Chairman), Cllr Mrs S Ellis, Cllr Mrs D Smith, Mrs A Topliss, Mrs J Shorthouse

In attendance:  Cllr J Bladen, PC Fearn (to 8.04pm), Mrs J Storer (Clerk)
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1. Matters raised by the public.

None raised

2. County Councillor, District Councillor and Police Matters.

A discussion took place about the recent Speedwatch trial and its effectiveness.  A report was given of the meeting held with the Police on 28.04.09, the minutes of which are with the Police for their comments, and will be presented to the Parish Council at the next meeting.

Cllr Bladen enquired as to whether any suggestion of a black spot signage had been made.  Cllr Bladen will also pass on the concerns that the 20 mph flashing zone has not been activated.

PC Fearn’s request for promoting the Safer Neighbourhood Team on the Parish Council web site was agreed.  PC Fearn is also planning to hold monthly surgeries in the area with further details to be announced shortly.

Cllr Ms Topliss advised that she had received several complaints about parking during school drop off and collection times.  PC Fearn agreed to raise the matter with the School.

8.04pm  PC Fearn left the meeting.

3. Members to talk on declared prejudicial interests

None were raised

PART 1- NON-EXEMPT INFORMATION

09/01 Apologies for Absence: apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Plowman, Cllr Hill, Cllr Mrs Wheeler and Cllr Ford.

The Parish Council recorded its appreciation for Cllr Ford’s efforts and work on behalf of the Parish Council.

09/02
Variation of Order of Business: No variation was required.

09/03 
Declaration of Members Interest: Cllr Buchanan declared a prejudicial interest in two items.

The first item was the appointment of representatives to the Percy William Ratcliffe Cottages Trust as his wife was nominated as the Parish Council representative.

The second item was planning application 9 2009 0236 F as the applicant, the Infant School, is a neighbour of Cllr Buchanan.
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09/04
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 17.04.09 as previously circulated, were read, approved and signed by the Chairman 

09/05
To determine which items if any should be taken with the public excluded.  No items were deemed necessary to be taken with the public excluded.

09/06
Matters arising.

08/109 Speed controls in the village

Cllr Ford will be asked to continue to press the Highways Dept for a decision about the speedhumps.

08/74iii) Tree planting

Cllr Buchanan reported that Mr Winter had expressed concerns that any new trees are not to be cut down or damaged.  The Chairman will speak with local landowners regarding this concern and then Mr Winter will plant five or six trees.

SDDC will carry out three sessions of spraying weedkiller in the Parish.  These will be during May, July/August and finally October/November.  The Parish Council will not request the Lengthsman to undertake any weedkilling at the present time.

08/204 Working Parties

Terms of Reference and emails advising the procedures of the Working Parties have been sent out.  No feedback has been received and the assumption was made that the Working Parties are content with their Terms of Reference.
09/07
Clerk’s report.

The report as previously circulated was accepted. 

The Clerk advised that the inauguration of the New Chairman of SDDC would take place on 28.05.09.  Any Councillor wishing to attend should notify the Clerk.

09/08 Chairman’s report.

The Chairman reported that a web link had been set up between the Parish Council and the Infant School.

09/09
To receive reports from parish councillors 

 Meetings attended
i. Village Hall meeting – Cllr Mrs Topliss report was accepted.  Prices are to be gathered for the refurbishment of the tennis court.  The priorities for the Committee will be the tennis courts and the kitchen.

ii. Area Forum – no representative was able to attend.

iii. Joint Meeting with SDDC and Parish Councils.  One area discussed was the allocation of funds for the lengthsman.  This is being reviewed by SDDC and a questionnaire will be sent to Parish Councils, with a view to propose a new formula in the autumn.  The Parish Council discussed the use of the Lengthsman and agreed that this area of funding, together with the review of the concurrent functions, should be monitored carefully in case the Parish Council should have its funding restricted from the District Council.
Future meetings

i. Joint Highways Meeting – Cllr Mrs Ellis will attend

ii. Safer Neighbourhood Meeting – 15.06.09 at Newton Solney Village Hall.  All Councillors are invited to attend.
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09/09
To receive a report on the Village Project

Cllr Mrs Ellis and Cllr Mrs Topliss met a representative at the Common Land on 28.05.09.  Both considered the meeting to be profitable and a report will be sent on how to progress the project forward.

09/10
How to improve the current Recreational Field Facilities and to establish ownership of the field

The Clerk made the suggestion that a Working Party is not required but that the Parish Council could assume the management role of the Recreational Field.  This matter will be considered at the next meeting. In the interim the Clerk will continue to pursue Talbot Solicitors for information held on the Recreational Field and will investigate the cost of registering the Field.  The Chairman will pursue the Chairman of the Village Hall Committee for further information.

09/11
To consider the options for additional street lighting on Main Street.
Two specifications and quotations have been received from DCC.  A letter has also been received from the Village Hall Management Committee agreeing to the installation of the light near to the Bowling Green (Scheme A from DCC), and which also lists conditions that are to be adhered to.
RESOLVED: To proceed with Scheme A and the Clerk will advise DCC.

RESOLVED: to employ a contractor from the Parish to carry out the preparatory works.  The Clerk advised that adequate insurance cover needs to be in place prior to any work being carried out.

RESOLVED: the Clerk will make enquiries as to whether planning permission is required and the Chairman will complete the Safer Neighbourhood grant application form.  It is agreed that £1000 should be applied for from the Safer Neighbourhood fund, the balance of the cost being funded by the Parish Council.

09/12
Planning applications and decisions.

Planning Applications

Cllr Buchanan declared a prejudicial interest in the next application as he is a neighbour.  Cllr Buchanan left the meeting and Cllr Mrs Topliss took the Chair
9/2009/0236, - The renewal of planning permission 9/2004/0171 for the siting of two temporary classrooms at Newton Solney C of E Infant School, Trent Lane, Newton Solney.   
OBJECTIONS on the grounds that the plans include other persons land as being part of the School’s land.  The temporary building is not being used by the School but by the Preschool Group which is a commercial operation.
A light is left on overnight which is leading to light pollution, a request is to be made that this light is either removed or is switched off outside of school hours.

Cllr Buchanan returned to the meeting and resumed the Chair.

9 2009 0291 FH - The erection of a conservatory at Holly Wood Cottage Newton Road, Newton Solney  
NO OBJECTIONS

9 2009 0306 FH – The erection of extension and alterations at 20 Newton Park, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS
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Decisions

9 2009 0030 FH – The conversion and extension of existing outbuildings to form a swimming pool and ancillary accommodation at 41, Cedar House, Main Street, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

9 2009 0032 L – The conversion and extension of existing outbuildings to form a swimming pool and ancillary accommodation at 41, Cedar House, Main Street, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

09/13  Correspondence 

Action Required

None 

Information purposes only

1. SDDC – Area Forum meeting 20/04/09
2. SDDC – Corporate Plan 2009-2014

3.  Equality & Human Rights Commission – Public Sector Duties

4.  DALC –circulars

5.  SDDC – Joint meeting with Parish Councils/meetings

The Clerk explained about the Power of Wellbeing, the training and the implication of the use of the Power.  It was agreed that the Parish Council does not currently need to use this power but will consider it for future projects if necessary.

09/14
Accounts.

a) Accounts for Payment

s/o
Mrs J Storer – Clerk’s fee for May



£88.62

s/o
DCC – pension contributions for clerk & PC


£24.75

0183
Hallam Maintenance





£103.00

0184
Newton Solney V Hall – Hire of Committee Room (Speedwatch)
£7.00


0185
Mrs J Storer – clerk’s expenses




£44.85

Money received


SDDC – Concurrent Function refund




£1660.00
b) To consider requested for funding under S137

None received

c) To complete the Audit Return for 2008/2009

The internal audit has been completed and no areas of concern were raised. The Audit Return was completed.
d) To receive an update on the transfer of signatories for the Barclays Current Account
RESOLVED: the signatories will be Cllr Buchanan, Cllr Mrs Topliss and the Clerk.  The Clerk will not sign cheques but will be a signatory in order to allow her to discuss the account with the bank and to receive correspondence.
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09/15
 Future Agenda Items

1.    Review Register of Interest

2.
Minutes of the meeting held 28.04.09

3.
Management of the Recreational Field

4.
Review of Risk Assessments

5.
Review of Standing Orders

6.
Review of Financial Standing Orders

7.
To consider whether to rent the Recreational Field for football matches

8. 
Discipline and Grievance Policy 

09/16
Dates of the next meeting. The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on: 12th June, 3rd July, 14th August (planning only), 11th September, 16th October, 13th November, 11th December.

All meetings are to commence at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, Newton Solney.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked all for attending, and closed the meeting at 9.19pm.

PART 2- EXEMPT INFORMATION

None
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