MINUTES OF THE NEWTON SOLNEY ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 8th JANUARY 2016 AT NEWTON SOLNEY VILLAGE HALL
Present:   Cllr. F. Hill (Chairman), Cllr. J. Shorthouse, Cllr. D. May, Cllr. G. Plowman, Cllr. D. Smith, Cllr. J. Coussins 







In attendance – R. Parker (Clerk), Cllr. P. Smith and  two members of the public
Public Participation
A member of the public who is employed at Bladon House School complained at the lack of street lighting on Newton Road outside of the school entrance.   This is very dark in the evenings and potential bus passengers feel somewhat nervous and there have been times when the bus driver failed to see them and passed by without picking them up.   A petition had already been submitted and Cllr. L. Chilton had already offered her full support. The Parish Councillors also emphasized their total support.
Cllr. P. Smith gave details of various meetings in the near future.
PART 1 – NON EXEMPT INFORMATION

1/1
Apologies for absence.
Received and accepted from  Cllr. K. Haines, Cllr. L. Chilton and Cllr. M. Stanton
2/1
Variation in order of business
No change deemed necessary
3/1
Declarations of members interest – 
None declared 
4/1       Planning Applications and decisions


There had been no new applications. Decisions since the last Parish Council meeting included:-


Meadow View, Repton Road – approved


Newton Park – Approved


Museum Cottage, Newton Park – Approved


16 Main Street (ex P.O.)   Approved


22 Main Street – withdrawn


Eight Bells, Repton Road – Approved


13 Blacksmiths Lane – to be decided


Dale Farm – to be decided

5/1
To confirm the Minutes of the previous meeting held in December 
These were circulated, read and approved – Proposed by Cllr. J. Shorthouse and seconded by Cllr. D. Smith
6/1
To determine which items of the agenda should be taken with the public excluded. 
No change deemed necessary
7/1
Outstanding Matters.

Cllr. D. May had personally cleaned the telephone box,  The Clerk had replenished the salt/grit bins.   Following a report of dog fouling around the Parish the dog warden based in Swadlicote had been advised.     It would appear from councilor observations that the problem had improved.
8/1
 Clerks Report


Following a request from the village school new child size pads for our defibrillator sited at the Village Hall has been purchased and are in place in case of an emergency.  Despite requests to Cemex for a visit to detail proposals for the extension  of the gravel quarries at Willington there has been no response.    A grant towards upkeep of our footpaths is available and will be lost if not claimed.   The Clerk was aware that the footpath adjoining “Eight Bells” required attention.  Cllr. Hill suggested that the footpaths off Church Lane and Trent Lane required attention.
9/1 
Chairmans Report


 Cllr Hill had been advised that the notice board on the Church grounds had been blown down and a request had been made that it be re-sited outside the church walls on Church Lane.  Unanimous agreement.     Cllr. Hill had attended a meeting of the Newton Solney Sporting Club – He had been advised that some payments had been made at a recent event and re-imbursement had been requested.   Mr. P. Langley - £25 and Mr. Rowan Ewart White - £90 (bouncy castle)   Proposed by  Cllr. J. Coussins and seconded by Cllr. D. Hay – unanimous aproval

10/1
Reports from Councillors

Cllr. J. Shorthouse advised that the road surface on Mill Close, Newton Close and Cricket Close still remained very poor particularly around the edge of the pavements.   The Clerk will report again to Highways at Derbys. CC
11/1
Recreation Field Development

Following the recent request for the opinion of the parishioners on the future of the Recreation Field the Chairman had e-mailed the results to the Councillors.  Options 1 and 3 had been the two most favoured choices.   Option 2 which encouraged more sporting events proved the least popular.   Cllr. F. Hill will arrange a meeting with Newton Solney Sporting Club to discuss the results
12/1    Areas of improvement/streetscape


Cllr. D. Hay had recently surveyed the parish.  Whilst most of the remains following the Bonfire night had been removed there still remained some metal items and it was felt that the oil drum on site proved unsightly and as there is also a conventional waste bin was not needed.   The Clerk will arrange for the drum and he metal to be removed.  Proposed by Cllr. G. Plowman and seconded by Cllr. J. Shorthouse – unanimous approval. 
13/1
Renewal of Notice Board

Following the sale of the old Post Office the previous notice board on the exterior wall had been removed.    The Clerk had obtained details of a replacement board and a new site will be discussed at our next meeting.
14/1
Willow Tree on river bank

Following a request that the willow tree be cut back the Clerk had sought advice from Mr. Martin Buckley (Tree expert at SDDC) who had prepared a specification of the required work.


Quotations had been received as below:-


TH Contracts Ltd


£495 plus VAT

Midland Tree Surgeons

£690 plus VAT


Melbourne Tree Services

£485 plus VAT

Proposed by Cllr. D. Hay and seconded by Cllr. G. Plowman that Melbourne Tree Services should be appointed - £485
/

15/1     Bus Shelter replacement


The wooden Shelter outside Sunnyside Almshouses is now in poor condition and as the centre of Newton Solney is a conservation area it will need to be replaced by another timber structure.

The Clerk has now obtained a brochure of different designs
 of wooden shelters.  Enquiries have been made with Derbyshire County Council who have confirmed that a grant of half the cost of a similar sized aluminium structure is available (probably £1500) plus half the cost of preparing the base and providing a light.    Application for grants available after 1st April 2016.   Proposed by Cllr. J. Shorthouse and seconded by Cllr. G. Plowman that £4000 should be ring fenced towards replacement.
16/1
 South Derbyshire Draft Plan.

The Clerk had collected the new draft plan from SDDC and passed them on to the Chairman who advised that he had perused the document particularly the parts affecting Newton Solney.   The draft plan has now been passed to Cllr. J. Shorthouse who will pass it onto other councillors.   Comments regarding the plan were required by 12th February by SDDC and a drop in has been arranged at Repton Village Hall on 18th January 2016
17/1
Precept

The Chairman and the Clerk had considered both existing and estimated future expenditure and it was recommended that the precept should remain the same at the same amount of £4400


Proposed by Clr. J. Shorthouse and seconded by Cllr. G. Plowman   Unanimous approval

18/1
Finance

Cheque requiring approval:-


R. Parker

Allowable expenses 


£19.50


R. Parker 

Defibrillator Pads


£90.96

Grant Thornton
External Auditor


£150


P. Langley

Function Expenses


£25


R. Ewart-White
Function Expenses


£90


To consider requests under s 137       -     None received.

19/1      Date & Time of next meeting 
-    Friday 12th February 2016 at 7.45pm


 Details of any planning applications for planning consent will be available for viewing at 7.30pm
EXEMPT ITEMS

None.e is on he Vari
