NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY
8th JUNE 2007, AT 7.45PM

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NEWTON SOLNEY

Present: Cllr D Buchanan (Chairman), Cllr Mrs D Smith (from 7.40 pm), Cllr Mrs A Topliss, Cllr G Plowman, Cllr Mrs Ellis, Cllr A Parker

In attendance:  Cllr Mrs H Wheeler, Cllr J Bladen (to 8.41 pm), 1 parishioner 
   

Mrs J Storer (Clerk)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1. Presentation by Mr Miles King on the affordable housing survey

Mr M King, from Midlands Rural Housing, is undertaking a three year project for SDDC to identify parishes with parishioners on low incomes (a household income of less than £30000) who are unable to afford housing within the parish.  To identify this need, a survey is undertaken, the results are collated and a report produced and sent to SDDC and to the Parish Council.  If any need is identified, housing is only built to satisfy that need.  If no need is identified, no housing is built. Mr King gave assurances that the results of the survey would not be amalgamated with the results of other parishes.

Affordable housing for this survey is in the form of either shared ownership or rented accommodation and in either case it is only for people with strong local connections (either five years residence in the parish, or born and raised in the parish or having dependent relatives in the parish) and the housing is held in perpetuity by the Housing Association for this purpose.

The Housing Association would be responsible for seeking out a site should there be any identifiable need, and to keep the costs down the Association looks for “exception sites” on which to build.  Assurances were given that this would not increase the village envelope and does not set a precedent for other planning applications.

If the Parish Council was in agreement, a survey will be sent to every household in the parish, probably in September.

7.40pm Cllr Mrs Smith arrived.

The Chairman thanked Mr King and he left the meeting at 7.47pm

2. Matters raised by the public.

There were no matters raised by the public.

3. County Councillor, District Councillor and Police Matters.

No matters were raised

PART 1- NON-EXEMPT INFORMATION
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07/23  Any member to declare an interest

No interests were declared.

07/24
Apologies for Absence: none were received.

07/25
Minutes of the last meeting held 10.05.07 were read, approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record subject to the amendment annoted below:

Cllr Parker was in attendance at the meeting on 10.05.07.

07/26
To determine which items if any should be taken with the public excluded.

No items were deemed necessary to be taken with the public excluded.

07/27
Matters arising.

06/18a) To decide upon works to repair or replace the finger post on the Village Green
Cllr Parker reported that he had been unable to contact Mr McEwan but will continue with his efforts.
06/136 Request for Flower tubs

This matter is still with Mr Steve Smith at DCC.

06/158i) Bus shelter repairs

A Parishioner has agreed to carry out the repairs.  A quotation was requested prior to the commencement of any works.
06/138 Pothole on Burton Road

This has not been repaired.  The Clerk will report this to DCC.

07/21 i) Damage to Almshouses

Cllr Ford has been introduced to the builder who will carry out the repairs.  Cllr Ford is still awaiting photographs of the damage, which Cllr Parker will pursue.

07/28
Co-option of Parish Councillors

There has been no expression of interest, and the vacancy will continue to be advertised.

07/29
Clerk’s report.

There was nothing further to report.

07/30  Chairman’s report.

The Chairman has been invited to the Newton Solney School Celebration Service on 26th June but is unable to attend.  Cllr Mrs Ellis will attend in his place.

DALC is seeking nominations to the Executive Committee. 

There were no volunteers for the role.

SDDC are seeking nominations for the Standards Committee

It was agreed that the Parish Council will nominate one Councillor.  Cllr Mrs Ellis and Cllr Buchanan will discuss who is to be nominated.
-465-

07/31
To receive reports from parish councillors 

a) Meetings attended
i) Christmas Tree Festival – Cllr Plowman advised that a parishioner, who is supplying the smaller trees, has offered to supply the larger tree at a reasonable price to the Parish Council.   The Parish Council will consider the cost of the tree at a later meeting.

b) Forthcoming meetings

i) Village Hall Committee – 19th June 2007 – Cllr Mrs Topliss will attend
ii) Safer Neighbourhood Meeting – 12th June 2007 – Cllr Buchanan will attend

06/146 Licence for football on the Playing Field

Mr McEwan has reported to the Chairman that there has been no progress but he will press both teams to make progress.

07/32
Inspection of Willow Trees on the Common Land

None of the promised work has been carried out.  

The Clerk will chase SDDC regarding this.

There have been no reported works to the cabling across the Common Land, which is to be carried out by E-on.
07/33
To consider the planting of trees currently held by the Chairman

The Chairman is currently holding a number of trees which have been received from DCC and Cllr Mrs Wheeler, and which require planting.

RESOLVED: to examine the trees which the Parish Council planted two years ago and any failures will be replanted.

07/34
To discuss the Local Housing Needs Survey in Newton Solney

RESOLVED: that the Parish Council will participate in the survey.

The Parish Council will view the suggested draft letter and make a decision on the content of the letter at the next meeting.

Notification that a survey is to be carried out, will also be published in the next Parish Newsletter.

07/35
To consider the design of the stile for the public footpath (Cllr Parker)

Mr David Adkins (SDDC) has emailed the Clerk to advise that he is checking to see if there are any requested stiles in stock.

The Clerk will pass on Cllr Parker’s details to Mr Adkins in order that they can liaise over the siting of the stile.

07/36
To receive any feedback regarding speaking at Development Control Committee Meetings

The Parish Council has had no direct experience and as far as it is aware, the system has only been used once by a parishioner who represented the Parish Council’s views as well as his own.   The Parish Council’s limited experience was favourable.
The Clerk will reply expressing the Parish Council’s positive attitude to the pilot and its support of an extension to the scheme.

07/37
To review the Risk Assessments

The suggested amendments were accepted and the various risk assessments will be updated.
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07/38
To discuss the renewal of The Unicorn advertising on the village web site

Currently the advertising donation received of £100 was for the period 18/7/06 to 17/07/07.The Chairman will make enquires as to whether the landlord wishes to 

continue to advertise on the Parish Council website.

The Clerk and the Chairman will draft a letter which will be sent to other businesses in the Parish inviting them to advertise on the website.

An article is to appear in the Derbyshire Life about Newton Solney and once it is published, photographs from the article will appear on the web site.

8.41pm Cllr Bladen left the meeting

07/39
Planning applications and decisions.

Applications

9 2007 0560 F – The demolition of the existing bungalow and the reaction of a chalet bungalow and detached garage at Three Limes, Bretby Lane, Newton Solney

 Cllr Parker proposed that the application be opposed as it would make a significant alteration to the street scene.  Cllr Mrs Smith seconded the motion.

The vote was as follows:

Two for the motion
Two against the motion
Two abstentions.

As there was a tie, the Chairman cast his casting vote in favour of the motion so that if other objections are received by the Planning Department, the Parish Council’s concerns will be considered by the Development Control Committee.

9 2007 0603 FH – The erection of extensions at Rock House, Church Lane, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS

Decisions

9 2007 0237 TP – The felling and pruning of trees covered by SDDC TPO 176 at 41, Cedar House, Main Street, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

9 2007 0220 A – The display of corporate signage at Ramada Hotel, 
Newton Road, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

The Clerk will ask the Enforcement Officer to investigate the advertising signs again.

07/40  Correspondence.

All correspondence was circulated.

07/41
Accounts.

a) Accounts for Payment

The following accounts were passed for payment

Mrs J Storer - Clerk’s fee for June




£84.38

DCC – pension contributions for clerk & PC



£23.41

Mrs J Storer - Clerk’s expenses




£37.91

Mr M Mansfield – web hosting




£50.00

Newton Solney Village Hall – printing cost of Newsletter

£71.00

Money received

None received
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b) Review of Financial Standing Orders

RESOLVED: to accept the Financial Standing Orders as previously circulated

c) To receive the Internal Auditors Report

The Internal Auditor reported that there were no problems or issues

d) To complete the External Audit Form

The Audit form was completed.

07/42
Future agenda items

i) Vehicular access to the river via the common land
07/43
Any other business taken at the chairman’s discretion.

i) There has been another speed trap at the end of Chestnut Way but still there has been none in Newton Solney.
Under the Freedom of Information Act the Clerk will make a request for the number of speed traps/surveys that have been carried out at Burton Road, Repton in the last five years.

ii) The Clerk was asked to contact the Royal Mail again about a postal van parking on the brow of the hill.   This is considered to be a hazard to other motorists.   The correspondence will be copied to the police and this will be mentioned in the letter to the Royal Mail..
07/44
Dates of the next meeting. The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on:

13th July


14th September

12th October


9th November


14th December

An additional meeting will be held on 10th August to deal with planning applications only.

All meetings are to commence at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, Newton Solney.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked all for attending, and closed the meeting at 9.11pm.
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