NEWTON SOLNEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON FRIDAY 13th MARCH 2009, AT 7.45PM

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, NEWTON SOLNEY

Present: Mr D Buchanan (Chairman), Cllr Mrs S Ellis, Cllr Mrs D Smith, Mrs A Topliss, Mr G Plowman 
In attendance:  Cllr Mrs Wheeler (to 8.52 pm), Cllr J Bladen (to 8.37pm), Cllr M Ford (to 8.52pm)   Mrs J Storer (Clerk), 1 member of the public
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
1. Matters raised by the public.

None raised
2. County Councillor, District Councillor and Police Matters.

Cllr Ford advised that he some funds left in his Community Fund, and this could be made available to any group within the Parish to apply for, subject to conditions.
3. Members to talk on declared prejudicial interests

None were raised

PART 1- NON-EXEMPT INFORMATION

08/175 Apologies for Absence: apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Mrs Shorthouse
08/176
Variation of Order of Business: No variation was required.

08/177
Declaration of Members Interest: No declarations were received.
08/178
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 13.02.09 as previously circulated, were read, approved and signed by the Chairman 
08/179
To determine which items if any should be taken with the public excluded.  No items were deemed necessary to be taken with the public excluded.

08/180
Matters arising.

08/109 Speed controls in the village

The Chairman reported that he has responded to DCC letter of 10.01.09 as per minute 08/166, but added that he had also queried the decision not to install speedhumps and requested that this decision is reviewed.
Sgt Knott has responded to the letter of 30.01.09 addressed to the Chief Constable.  This letter states a willingness to meet with Parish Council Representatives, and that in additional, Chief Inspector Pickard (Head of Road Policing) will be in attendance.
RESOLVED: accept this offer, which two Councillors and the Clerk will attend.  The Clerk will arrange a mutually convenient date.

Cllr Ford will continue to press the Highways Dept for a decision about the speedhumps.

-544-
Volunteers have been gathered to operate the Speedwatch Scheme.  Training will take place on 5th April and the scheme will be in operation between 10th April and 8th May (28 calendar days).

08/74iii) Tree planting

Cllr Buchanan will liaise with Mr J Winter about the planting arrangements.
08/132 ii) Funding application for street lighting 

Cllr Mrs Topliss reported that the Village Hall Committee was in principle, supportive of the suggested street light, but that it had real practical concerns which were explained.
Cllr Buchanan and Cllr Mrs Ellis will talk with the Village Hall Committee representatives to see whether their concerns can be addressed.
08/181
Election of Vice Chairman

Cllr Mrs Ellis nominated Cllr Mrs Topliss. Cllr Mrs Smith seconded the motion.

RESOLVED: unanimously that Cllr Mrs Topliss be elected Vice Chairman.

Cllr Mrs Topliss accepted the position and signed the Declaration of Office.

08/182
Clerk’s report.

The Clerk reported that the notices advertising the vacancy generated by Mr Parker’s resignation had been erected and that the time limit on whether an election was needed had not yet expired.  The matter will be listed on the agenda for the next meeting.
08/ 183 Chairman’s report.

The Chairman had nothing further to report

08/184
To receive reports from parish councillors 

 Meetings attended
i. Village Hall meeting – Cllr Mrs Topliss report was accepted.  The AGM will be held on 17/03/09 and the accounts for the year ending 31.01.09 will be circulated to all Councillors.
ii. Safer neighbourhood – no representative was able to attend and apologies had been sent

iii. SDDC – Environmental Forum – Cllr Mrs Ellis report was accepted.  A large number of offer of help for the village project were made.  Cllr Mrs Ellis has also completed the Biodiversity questionnaire. Cllr Mrs Ellis enquired whether the Parish Council wished to join the Biodiversity Forum.  It was decided that the Parish Council would join at a later date if it was felt appropriate.
08/185
To receive a report on the Village Project

Cllr Mrs Topliss agreed to investigate the availability of the Community Spaces Grant.  Cllr Mrs Ellis, together with Cllr Mrs Topliss, will contact the Findern Footpath Group in a few weeks to arrange a meeting as to how to progress the project.
08/152
How to improve the current Recreational Field Facilities and to establish ownership of the field
A discussion took place about attempts made to establish ownership of the field and 
whether the matter could be taken forward.
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RESOLVED: the Clerk will write to Talbot Solicitors (holders of the Title Deeds for the Village Hall) and enquire if they hold any information about the Recreational Field.

RESOLVED: in the absence of any information about the ownership of the Recreational Field, and in light of the information received and having made its best endeavours, the Parish Council reverts to its original position as Trustee of the Recreational Field as per the original documentation and the Charity Commission’s letter of 5th November 2008.

Cllr Mrs Smith abstained.

The form to change signatories on the Derbyshire Building Society account has been completed and will be submitted.

The Chairman will make enquiries with Mr McEwan as to whether there are any further bank accounts lodged with the Recreational Field committee

08/186
Planning applications and decisions.

8.37pm Cllr Bladen left the meeting

Planning Applications
 9 2009 0129 FM - the demolition of one half of a semi, making good the communal wall, and replacement with a two storey detached dwelling at 2 Newton Mount,  

NO OBJECTIONS
9 2009 0187 TC- The pruning of trees at 1 Newton Park, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS
9 2009 0189 TP – The felling of silver birch tree protected under SDDC TPO 191 at 6, Vine Cottage, Trent Lane, Newton Solney

NO OBJECTIONS
Decisions

9 2008 1151 FM – The erection of a dwelling on land to the east of The Grange, Repton Road, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to conditions

9 2008 1073 SSA – The erection of three housing blocks to provide residential accommodation for pupils and the erection of a laundry and activity building and associated parking at Bladon House School, Newton Road, Newton Solney

GRANTED subject to condition

08/ 187  Correspondence 
Action Required

1. SDDC – Local Development Framework Core Strategy – deadline 03/04/09

The Clerk will return the Parish Council’s comments of not wanting any increase in traffic through the village, and for no building to take place outside the village envelope.
Information purposes only

1. The Playing Field newsletter

2. DALC – circulars

3. C Woodland – copy of letter sent to DCC regarding the Newton Solney Infant School car park
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08/188
Accounts.

a) Accounts for Payment

s/o
Mrs J Storer – Clerk’s fee for March



£88.62
s/o
DCC – pension contributions for clerk & PC


£24.75
0116
Mrs J Storer – clerk’s expenses




£40.78
0117
DCC – Recreational Field maintenance



£504.85

0118
SDDC – Refill 3 grit bins




£155.25

0119
HMRC – Clerk’s PAYE





£155.76

DALC Subscriptions 2009/2010





£188.29

This was deferred to the next meeting

Money received

 Repton Casuals – use of the Recreational Field 


£100.00

b) To consider requested for funding under S137
None received
      c)   To complete the Bank Mandate for new signatories 

RESOLVED: Cllr Mrs Topliss will be added as a new signatory and Mr Parker will be removed for the list of signatories.

The list of signatories is:-


Cllr Buchanan,    Cllr Mrs Smith,     Cllr Mrs Topliss

08/189    DALC – Vacancy on the executive Committee (to 2011)

No Parish Councillor wished to stand for election to the committee

08/190 To set a finish time for Parish Council meetings


RESOLVED: that the finish time for Parish Council meetings will be 9.30pm.
18/191 Future Agenda Items

1.  Discipline and Grievance Policy (subject to necessary information being available)
2.  Terms of Reference for the Recreational Field Working Party

3.  Membership of Working Parties (Bonfire, Recreational Field and Cricket)

4.  Parish Councillor Casual Vacancy

08/174
Dates of the next meeting. The next Ordinary Parish Council meeting will be held on: 
 17th April, 8th May (to include the Annual Meetings), 12th June, 3rd July, 14th August (planning only), 11th September, 16th October, 13th November, 11th December.

All meetings are to commence at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, Newton Solney.

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked all for attending, and closed the meeting at 8.56pm.

PART 2- EXEMPT INFORMATION

None
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